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Tnurn is as a sea, ever presenting a new surface, ever 
fresh and active, but rarely fathomed. Men wander 
about its shores and occasionally wade into its limpid 
waters, but for the most part affect the numerous rivers 
and inlets where the mixture of the soil with the water 
mars its balance and obscures its depth. This soil may 
be compared to error, which in our daily experience is 
often so inextricably mixed with truth as to be accepted 


for it. This is more particularly the case in religious 
matters. The inspired men of old may be likened to 


syphons connected with the sea of truth; through them 
its waters have. been poured upon the earth in varied 
volume according to their power, but the theologians 
who assumed control over these inland lakes have been 
continually mixing their dogmas and other foreign 
matter with the waters till, like the rivers and inlets, 
they are obscured and the truth is hard to find. 


If in our daily life the aqueous fluid so necessary to 
our physical existence is impure, we filter the impurities 
from it ; or, by the addition of a little alum, precipitate 
the foreign matter, leaving the water clear, wholesome, 
and potable. Reason is the “alum” which precipitates 
the error in the rivers of life, and it is largely used by 
intelligent persons in all matters pertaining to the 
physical or intellectual portions of our nature ; but when 
they purpose using it in connection with the religious 
waters, they are warned off, the custodians telling them 
that the waters being already pure, the “alum” would 
only have a disturbing and deleterious effect, making 
them unfit for our spiritual sustenance. Presuming that 
these men, who have been the hereditaty custodians of 
the waters for so long, must know all about their qualities, 
reason is set aside, and faith closes their eyes whilst the 
Priest administers the polluted water. Many do not like 


the flavour, and doubting the purity of the fluid, open 
their eyes to discover the adulteration. The vast ma- 
jority, however, continue to drink, and get so accustomed 
to it that their tastes become vitiated, and the pure 
water of truth if offered to them is rejected as a tee- 
totaller would reject alcohol. We do not mean to 
insinuate that all dispensers of the theological * water of 
life” are charlatans ; far from it, though we have grave 
suspicions that many of them at least doubt its eflicacy 


and some know it to be unwholesome and deleterious to 


those to whom they are administering it; still we think 
that a large majority have inherited and hold a firm 
faith in its adaptability to the requirements of their 
flocks, just as many conscientiously believe that the free 
use of meat andalcoholic stimulantsare essentialto keep up 
the physical stamina. We have plenty of instances of the 
apparent spiritual health and vigour of persons whose 
religious systems drink only the theological waters, and 
of the equally apparent physical health of others whose 
principal beverages are alcoholic and who eat largely of 
meat. It is questionable, however, in these exceptional 
cases, whether the health is so perfect in either instance 
as it would be with a purer regime, whilst as a rule we 
know it to be otherwise. 

The man who has émancipated himself from theological 
thraldoin, and tasted the pure waters of spiritual truth, 
is amazed when he contemplates with open eyes the 
impurities of the fluid he has been complacently imbibing, 
and realising the causes of his former blindness, tries to 
open the eyes of others who are still blindly drinking 
from the theological fountains, His work, however, is 
beset with many difficulties, and his efforts are rarely 
successful; he brings a sample of the purer fluid for 
them to see and taste, but no sooner do they incline 
towards it than the priest says, “touch it not, there is 
poison in the cup; its purity is only in semblance, if you 
imbibe it will kill your soul" The eyes close again, the 
head is turned resolutely from it, and the soul is saved 
from (?)—Progression i 

Thus it becomes necessary for the reformer to destroy 
confidence in the priesthood as a preliminary to progress. 
The iconoclast endeavours to do this by violent attacks 
upon them and their whole system, but it is much more 
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effectually accomplished by the steady application of 
reason, which by precipitating the error in the theological 
water makes it too apparent to be ignored, and naturally 
destroys confidence in the infallibility of its purveyors. 

This is all that is necessary to be done—give a man 
the same freedom to think on religious matters that he 
has on all others, and provided the religious sentiment is 
fairly developed in his nature, he will inevitably progress 
towards higher conceptions of God and the destiny of 
the human race. 


HISTORICAL RESEARCHES ON MAGIO, 
Translated from tha French of Baron Dupotet by 
O. W. Ronxzu, BENALLA. 


"Tuin is something here, I said to myself, which escapes 
the reasoning faculties, but which nevertheless exists, for 
I see besides that the gift of healing diseases—one of the 
smallest wonders—is exercised through my hands with- 
out my comprehending by what means it is accomplished, 
This led me to the conclusion that if this faculty rested 
upon a basis of truth, all the rest of the faculties must 
bo equally true. Science henceforth ceased for mo to be 
a final guarantee against error, For had science not 
denied the reality of the modest works of my hands, 
although they were a pale reflex. of the works of the 
ancients? If science was mistaken so grossly with re- 
rd to the most common facts which were so easy to 
establish, could it not also be mistaken concerning all 
the other faculties of the human soul and the properties 
of life itself 1 
Proceeding from one reason to another, I reached at 
last the conclusion that it was my duty to search for 
the truth without allowing myself to be arrested in my 
„search by any adverse judgment or mere opinion, But 
who knows the path leading to the truth? The man of 
nee When interrogated on similar subjects remains 
at, shows his teeth, and makes a face. A monkey 
would give a like reply, 
^ Seek and thou shalt find ; ask and it shall be given to 
then; knock and it shall be opened to thee.” 

Where? Whom? How? 1 did not know, and still the 
powerful agent, the immortal force, was going through its 
functions before my very eyes. 

Let the revolted ocean throw upon the strand the 
floating wreck constructed by man's. hands to resist. its 
wrath, we might have foreseen such a result and it might. 
have humiliated our pride. 4 

Let the same-waves detach and break up tons of rocks 
which centuries have treated with respect—this does not 
astonish us. 

Let the thunder shake the foundations of the most 
solid structures and strike terror into the hearts of men 
—this is only a sublime spectacle, the play of a blind 
force which man is able to a certain extent to resist, 

Let a hurricgne-throw down and whirl about our habi- 
and carry to a distance, trees hundreds of 
ho now is astonished by such an event 1 
But les an element yet unknown in its nature shake n 
human/being and twist him about like the wind shakes 
and t ists a reed ; let this element. seize him and fin; 
him to a distance; let this unknown element or force beat. 
or touch him rudely in a thousand different places with- 
out its being permitted to him either to see or to defend 
himself against this new enemy, or to shelter his rights, 
his liberty, his dignity as a man against this inroad of a 
mysterious force ; let, moreover, this agent have favour- 
ites who are not hurt by it, let it apparently obey the 
power of the human will, to the human voice, to certain 
tracings or signs, or perhaps to a ne order—then 

ou will hear utterances of scorn, that such things are 
incomprehensible, that all human reason is and ways 
willbe of oa such matters. Yes, I am afraid human 
reason will, indeed, for a long time yet be against such 
speculations. Nevertheless, Í beg here to affi 
believe in these things, that I adopt them proved, 
that T have seen them, and that to me they are ales 


g | even greater miracles are ex 
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lutely demonstrated truth—a truth never to be shaken 
by any scientific prejudices or blind opposition of the 
blind, 

I have myself personally felt the attacks of this ro. 
doubtable power. One day, surrounded by a large crowd 
of people, I was making experiments based upon views 
of myown in connection with Mesmerism, when this 
power, which some would call the devil, after its evoca- 
tion, shook my whole being ; J fancied I was surrounded 
by a complete vacuum, and that I was standing in the 
midst of a slightly coloured vapour. All my senses 
ap) to have doubled their activity, and what could 
not be an illusion, my feet were twisted backward in such 
a manner that it caused me pain, and my whole 
body, carried away by a kind of whirlwind, was forced, 
in spite of my resistance, to ol and to erp to this 
mysterious power. Other human beings, full of strength 
and bodily vigour, who had approached the centre of my 
magical operations (to speak as sorcerer) were still more 
rudely handled ; and it was actually necessary to lay 
hold of them and fix them upon the ground where they 
were kicking and writhing in such a manner that the 
bystanders thought they would expire under the influence 
of their strange contortions. 

The bond was made, the compact fulfilled ; an occult 
influence came to my aid and united itself with my own 
force, and permitted me for once to see the light. 

‘Thus have I discovered the path which leads to the 
true magic, 

Is this all that I know of the ancient art? No, it is 
only the commencement of what I have to say about it, 
and this already suffices to explain and render intel- 
ligible the tales about sorcerers, their terrors, their fear 
of the devil, the numerous and visible bruises and con- 
tusions they received. and the unfortunate exit out of 
this life which they are represented to have sometimes 
made, \ 

The practice of magic required a strong soul, a resolu- 
tion which cannot be shaken ; poltroonery is not adapted 
for these kinds of operations, danger must be faced 
unflinchingly ; for even if the devil be only an empty 
word, it nevertheless represents a force, an ageiit, a power. 
Only through, and after, a struggle with that “great” 
unknown can man arrive at anything. Thus also with 
ourselves, and at all moments, life struggles against 
death, Thus Ld by ruling over its enemy, can life 
prolong itself; all nature is subject to the same law. 

Tere, moreover, is it necessary to break this obstacle ; to 
subdue first of all the flesh and all carnal lust, so that 
the foree which animates us may pass through the veils 
of flesh and blood which surround it, and extend its 
sphere of activity to a distance, It is in this new 
medium that the soul finds its enemy, but also the now 
aflinities which furnish the power. All that is accom- 
plished is done in this manner, and by these means ; it 
assumes the character of the supernatural, nay, is the 
very supernatural itself. 

Science has an instinctive notion of these mysterious 

tions, but only for and in the ‘physical order of 
ings; it only arrives at results by destroying the 
aflinities of bodies, by tearing asunder their elementa 

(vivisection) ; then, laying hold of this or that element, 
it alters and upsets for a few moments the laws which 
nature imposes. This no longer surprises ‘anyone, nay, 
g pected from science, and 
there is no doubt that science will surprise itself by and 
by, Has science not also fears? Does she run no risks? 
On the contrary, all is danger for the men entrusted with 
the authority of directing its blind forces; for all these 
forces have a tendency constantly to return to their 
primitive state, and, to attain this end, they break copper 
and steel, 

Mn. Stephen is doing some wonderful things at Dunedin. 
The Rev. Dr., Stuart has lent him Rie wie Ohurch 
class room for his public healings, and the account given 
of one of them in the Dunedin Morning Herald of May 


lst is simply marvellous. We shall endeavour to find 
room for it next month. 


e pains and aches, and ague, Hop Bitters 


Drowsiness, 
always cures, 
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INTEMPERANCE AND ITS OAUSES 
REMEDIES. 


AND 


Tus following communication . was impressionall; 
to une af our teres by a aint purporting to be 


that of the author of the Religio- 


expectation, we come to speak to you of 


Mas Ag 

themes than those which have recently engaged 

your and our attention. It is concerni 

wo drink by those nations of the 
in the fo 


si 
desire to say a few words to-day. The use of intoxicati 
liquors is almost as old as the race itself. Natu: 


ferments were discovered at a very early period of human 
history, and the production of artificial ferment« soon 
followed. Then it vie found that these possessed 
3 properties influences upon the mind and 

and thus they speedily became popular. And, 
ted, they were just as speedily 
abused ; and that, which wisely and moderately employed 


exh 
brain ; 
as might be naturally expec 


was a source of refreshment and cheerfulness to mankind, 
was transformed into one of its direst curses, 
unfortunate propensity of the race so to act, 
ings are thus converted into curses, and the benefactions 
of the Most High, perverted from their original design, 
are ge into instruments of punishment and occasions 
of evil. It is 


nalties of his offence, how great is his sin in transgress- 
ing the natural laws which have been ei 
welfare and happiness, and may turn back into 
of rectitude and obedience, 
in alcohol is pernicious alike to mind and body ;—to tho 
former by injuring and eventually destroying the beauti- 
ful instrument by and through which it works; and to 
the body, by impairing the organs of the stomach as well 
as the brain and the whole of the nervous system. But 
much of the drunkenness which prevails is attributable 
to the unnatural habits of life contracted by the inhabi- 
tants of large cities in thickly peopled countries. The air 
they breathe is vitiated and debilitating, the occupations 
in which they are engaged are too often enfeebling and 
depressing. All their surroundings are calculated to 
lower the mental and physical tone of the poorer classes 
more especially; and a dense fuliginous atmosphere, 
impervious to the sun's rays, and penetrated and pervaded 
by the products of imperfect combustion, tends to pro- 
duce an enervating and dispiriting effect upon those who 
live and move and have their being in it. "Their homes 
are equally depressing, men and women are conscious of 
a want of vitality, of a sentiment of joylessness, and of a 
fecling of despondency and gloom, against which the only 
counteractive agency that is accessible to them, or that 
— are perhaps acquainted with, is a fermented liquor, 
under the excitement of which they are conscious of a 
temporary elation of spirits, a transitory brightness aud 
activity of mind, a sense of good fellowshi 
momentary forgetfulness of the unloveliness, the gloom, 
tho cheerlessness, and the positive ugliness of their daily 
lives. For these are indeed. very repulsive, and terribly 
far removed from the grandeur and loveliness of nature, 
and from all her sweet and soothing influences. Recall 
to recollection all she has been to you, and the many 
feasts of happiness you have derived from communion 
with her in many lands, and under many moods ; and 
then consider for a moment what must be the habitual 
feelings of those who live in a condition of permanent 
exile and perpetual estrangement from the bountiful 
and beneficent mother. No fair visions of a pure and 
azure sky, of snow-capped mountain and verdant valley, 
of heaving sea and silvery cataract, of flo meadow- 

th and fragrant garden, of fruitful orchard and pro- 

fic vineyard, of venerable forest and far-stretchi 
pecu birds, mo humi of hess, no bering o 

life the grass, no sweet sound of i 
leaves and rippling brooks to gladden their ears ; an 
pone of those secret silent whisperings to the fancy and 
imagination which nature utters to those who truly love 
ess and wisdom, which, are the 
terpreters, Instead of these delightful sounds and 


the paths 


the uses of 
claiming to 
remost ranks of civilisation, that we 


It is the 
Its bless- 


: that this retribution should over- 
take the evildoer, in order that he may learn, from the 


sd for his 


An immoderate. indulgence 


and a 
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sights, the poor denizen of a great dity is familiar from 
one Mmm end = Meer with squalid objects and dis- 
sonant noises, He knows nothing, except b of 
the winsome beauty of nature. He M nt quin 
stranger; and the air he breathes, the occupations he 
pursues, the objects by which he is environed, the work- 
shop in which he labours, the room in which he takes 
his food, and the chamber in which he lays down his 
weary limbs to rest at night, all combine to luce a 
languor and exhaustion of mind and body, a dissatisfac 
tion with his harsh, unattractive, and ungenial lot, 
which predispose him to fly to the bottle a» a refuge 
from the ive and d. ing monotony and weari- 
ness of his daily life. Hence the enormous, the appalling 
consumption of intoxicating liquors; and those who, 
with the best intentions, enter upon a crusade against 
drunkenness, too often close their eyes to its isposing 
causes. They endeavour to lop off some of branches 
of the upas tree, instead of striking at its very root, It 
might almost be said that their kindness occasionally 
takes the form of cruelty inasmuch as it is directed to 
deprive the very poor of the only glimpses of cheerfulness 
and even of happiness they possess. The true method of 
making war on intemperance would be by removing its 
temptations and inducements, ‘These are, in very many 
instances, the wretehedness, the gloom, the squalor and 
the unhealthiness of the places—it would be wrong to 
call them homes—which they inhabit, Destroy these 
and substitute for them cleanly, cheerful, airy, well- 
ventilated and pleasantly situated residences; and you 
would find that a material diminution in the demand for, 
and consumption of, intoxicating liquors would speedily 
ensue, What immense sums of money you expend on 
the erection of churches and cathedrals, nominally in 
honour of Him “who dwelleth notin temples made with 
hands, neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though 
He needed anything" from His creatures ; and yet 
under the very shadow of some of these stately nnd 
costly edfices, men, women, and children are grovelling 
and burrowing in habitations scarcely fit for the reception 
of swine, Is it not strange, is it not incredible that 
those who call themselves hy the fame of Christ should 
be so completely deaf to his voice—so entirely forgetful 
of His words, “Ifa man love not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen 1" 
How indeed? In all great cities there are hundreds and 
even thousands of these brethren, herding together under 
conditions altogether adverse to health, decency, and 
cleanliness; while these who could, if they chose, pur- 
chase and pull down every one of these shameful teney 
ments, and erect upon their sites homes which would be 
really homes, stream past them Sunday after Sunday, 
and fill a building large enough to shelter many scores of 
these outcasts, which is lying empty and useless all the 
week. How can they suppose they are offering an 
acceptable worship to Almighty God, by periodical 
gatherings there, when they neglect those who are slowly 
perishing outside? 


MR. BROWNE'S PUBLISHING FUND, 
11. following sums have been kindly and voluntarily 
forwarded on aecount of the above, and are hereby 
acknowledged with thanks, 


From Mr. William Layley, Sandford £5 0 0 
A Friend from a neighbouring colony 10 0 0 
£15 0 0 


Melbourne May 28th, 1884, 


We extract the following from the Wairarapa Daily, 
N. Z., of May 12th :—“The Greytown people are rapidly 
becoming converts to Spiritualism. There are both 
trance and writing mediums in that township. Spirit 
circles are drawing young men away from beer and 
billiards, and creating a marked change in the habits of 
the rising generation." 

d ical Inquirer for March 16th contains an 
ay 4 critical review of Mr. Sinnett's Esoteric 
Buddhism, by a contributor signing himself N.D., in the 
course of which he points out some important errors in 
Mr. Sinnett's statements. 
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SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS. 


few thoughtful people who had satisfied themselves. 

tr^ dale fet of e Errem together 11 — ret a 
" ic intercourse wi p 
teir object being the spiritual acquisition 


E ting, both by hand and 

evel Komo of t 
in the early numbers of the 7/arb:nger, but the trance resses not 
belong for a considerable time were not preserved. Occasionally, 
however, a reporter's services were available, and a namber of M.S., 
consisting of lectures and discourses on spiritual, moral, and scientific 
uf te have accumulated, to which it is deemed desirable to give 
publicity. The series selected for publication were given daring. the 
years 1551-2 ; the first of them professedly by the spirit of the late John 
Biliotson, M.U. F. R S. who when in the was personally known to 
«me of the oldest members of the circle: the identity, however, of the 
intelligences who dictated the matter whieh we intend to publish is of 
little moment; the communications must be judged by their intrinsic 
merit, which cannot be enhanced by authority. 


SOUL FORCE, &c. 

IN our efforts to anticipate the discoveries of Science, we 
must first begin with recognised Science, as by law 
established, We will therefore put the human being 
under a microscopic physiological examination, for a two- 
fold purpose ; fitst, to show that there are movements in 
the human organism referable to no possible operations 
of matter; next, to prove that the soul, so far from being 
seated in the brain, will be found to be co-extensive with 
the whole body. 

When the human body is placed under strong micro- 
scopic power, it is found to be composed of innumerable 
small masses of a semi-fluid granular substance, moving 
with a strange tremulous motion, Upon closer examina- 
tion each of these bodies will be found to represent an 
independent, living bei ibiting vital powers, and 
continually undergoing change of form; and that they 
are intelligent may be judged from their actions. In 
them takes place the miraculous change—the wonderful 
transmutation of nutrient matter into living material. 
These are the organisms referred to in an introduction to 
a former communication. These bodies, besides the move- 
ments called molecular motion which takes place in them 
with a constancy and precision of movement, have what 
are called independent movements ; that is, these bodies 
throw out processes, and retract them again, by which 
means these bodies are gradually displaced, and a change 
of position occurs, In that you will understand that 
they are variable and continually moving organisms. 
These organisms seem to move independently of each 
other; but, in reality, their movements are determined 
by the foree of attraction which cach exercises on the 
other. In organic nature, as well as in inorganic nature, 
every atom is furnished with two poles, one of attraction, 
one of repulsion, and is therefore a magnet. So strongly 
does this force of attraction inhere in every atom in 
nature, that if you could divide the atom, you would have 
two magnets instead of one ; and the greater the number 
of particles into which you could subdivide them, the 
greater the number of magnets you would have; so that 
the force which holds together the atoms of the earth is 
the same kind of force as that which holds together the 
"atoms which compose the-Hiving organism. Stronger in 
the solid earth. than/in the water, it is stronger in the 
solids of the organigm than in the fluids—so strong that 
it is called the forte of cohesion. 4% living organisms 
are fundamenta}ly composed of these masses. For though 
nature produces many forms, she has but one mould in 
which she works—a unitary root, from whence all diver- 
sities spring. But, as we ascend the scale of organic 
forms, their appearance is essentially changed, and also 
their qualities. They are, in each aggregate, governed by 
a power which becomes more subtle and complex with 
every change to a higher form. And as we see the 
evolution theory written in the successive phases of 
embryonic life, so cach of these organisms bears traces of 

. its ascent; the transmutation of existences which belongs 
as much to the protoplasmic mass, as to the perfected 
man ; for stamped on each miniature organism, by the law 
of impression—though as yet no microscope has been 
constructed powerful enough to reveal it— is its natural 
history. Now, as nature has but a unitary universal 
mode for the development of the physical forces, she in 
no wise departs from this mould in the development of 
the psychical or pneumatological forces, and the time will 
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come when there will be discovered movements in the 
living organism referable to no possible operation of 
matter— a power causing movements inde dent of all 
physical stimuli, and using the multitudinous array of 
minute organisms (as a commander-in-chief might the 
forees under. his command) to preserve the common- 
wealth of the body amidst the warfare of existence, 
whilst in the structure of these organisms will be found 
aptness or capacity to receive these motions, just as the 
optical apparatus is found fitted to receive the motions 
called light. For strife is continually waging everywhere. 
Therefore strife is continually around you, though the 
mode of warfare and. the scene of battle are often hidden 
from your view. 

To make this somewhat involved explanation more 
intelligible, the phenomena will be best seen where there 
is a wound in any outer portion of the body. A resisting 
medium will be seen to be immediately thrown off, by 
which oxygen—the destroyer of all organised matter, is 
almost altogether shut out. Then a number of these 
minute organisms will he seen to move forward, by the 
process previously spoken of, and will throw off formed 
material; it may be a portion of a muscle, or it may be 
continuing an artery here, or forming a nerve there, or 
drawing on the insentient material around them ; fibrine, 
albumen, or gelatinous material is thrown off, until the 
cavity is completely filled up. Their actions will be seen 
to take place with a constancy and precision of movement 
unlike the other organisms which compose the rest of the 
body; their activities, also, will be seen to be counteracted 
and neutralised at given points, until neither too much 
nor too little is reproduced upon the exact line of injury. 
These facts exhibit thought, and occur without the 
cognisance of the sufferer, the unconscious mental life— 
unconscious, that is to say, in so far as the little organisms 
are concerned—intelligence governing the animal intelli- 
gence, until the injured plan of the body is restored. 
Though the body plays the most important part from an 
executive point of view, yet it is manifestly under the 
direction of mind. 

We have passed almost insensibly from the known to 
the unknown ; but science has still greater facts to reveal 
to man. Along the nervous system pass circular currents 
which under the microscope as yet yield no evidence ; but 
the time will come when they will be seen to arise from 
different points in the nervous system, Then, if their 
course be followed, they will be found to traversé a portion, 
or all parts, of the body ; acting on the magnetic powers 
of these organisms, and causing a partial or general dis- 
placement, and rousing the activities of the nervous 
system, just as galvanism applied to the inanimate forms 
of the anthropoid apes, throwing them into the various 
attitudes of attack, or defence, of veneration or of fears 
forces which though acting through the vital powe% of 
the system, are yet distinct from it. These spiral move- 
ments, in one direction, will be found to depress, and in 
another to raise the vital powers of the system, and these 
currents, so far from being generated by external stimuli, 
will be seen to traverse the system in oppositien to ex- 
ternal cireumstances, in opposition to all physical stimuli. 
Scientists will then cease to confound forces with motions. 
Theso waves of force, passing through every fibre in the 
organism, may be seen issuing from the innumerable 
pores of the body, and, attracting certain vital properties 
along with them, the human being will be found to be 
enveloped in a cloud of magnetic phenomena, just as the 
carth is enveloped in its atmosphere. It is by the 
thought of the soul impressed upon these waves of force 
that the actor possesses the power of moving his audience 
to laughter or to tears. It is by throwing off these waves 
of magnetic force, that a popular leader may sway the 
masses, a fanatic found a sect, or an itinerant preacher 
cause a revival demonstration. But, when knowledge in- 
creases on the earth, then men's inventive genius will 
contrive higher means ‘of revealing the unseen, for. the 
microscope as improved will reveal, not the soul, for that 
no human eye shall ever behold, but the action of forces 
which will reveal the existence of the soul. Then the 
materialistic scientist will exclaim—" I can no longer 
doubt the existence of the spiritual principle in man, and 
that it can exist apart from matter, for it reigns supreme 
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- in its divine right; and that it.is the intersphering of | existence, The dimmest, smallest speck in’ the eword- 


the forces of the body and soul pass and repass each 
other, each impresses its form u other. The life 
of the soul is impressed u; pH 
the body upon the soul. For this law of impression 


ils wherever forces act ; and as man's body is trans- 
mitted to him by his ancestors, so also is his soul—a 
much more rational and natural conception of the growth 
of humanity than that a fresh soul is created for each 
embryo—and bound up in the inherited organisation are 
vestiges of the impressions of the lives of departed 
ancestors. For every atom in the brain and nervous 
system has a memory of former existences; characters 
mental and physical are thus transmitted, and some 
ancestral trait or feature speaks out to show that mind 
and body-may be predetermined ages before birth. We 

* thus see the persistence of certain types, in rea i 

long after every vestige of the mental and i 
characteristics which distinguished the type dis- 
appeared. Mental and physical- characteristics lying 
latent—put to sleep as it were—for many generations, 
— enhanced or intensified in the offspring, it may 
be by the introduction of a stimulating force ; these forces 
making in all what is called the sum of the conditions of 
life. ese are fucts which daily present themselves, 
both in the human and animal kingdoms. Not that the 
atoms which compose the organisation of the offspring 
existed porna r^ the bodies of ancestors, for force 
ever repeats ii $ ical forces beget physical forces, 
and mental forces their like. There is 2 of 
the mind, even as of the body. 

With regard to the much vexed question of the re- 
appearance of certain types, the equilibrium towards 
which the force tended has been. that of stability. But, 
interfered with by other forces, the equilibrium of in- 
stability has prevailed. Then, again, these elements may 
le so controlled, counteracted, or neutralised, as to pro- 
duce a new type, which in time may become permanent — 
that is, attain the equilibrium of stability. And we 
often see transmitted with the mental and physical 
characteristics, vestiges of the most vivid impressions 
produced by the most striking events in the lives of 
ancestors—impressions scarred into the soul—and under 
favorable opportunity, we see from the influence of exter- 
nal things, T unconscious becomes conscious, and these 
impressions reappear, It may be that the form of some 
landscape, associated with pleasure or pain, awakens like 
emotions even in a remote offspring—for we can no 
limit to the duration of these impressions—until the indi- 
vidual fancies that in some former existence he has visited 
the same scene, and felt more keenly then the emotions 
he feels so vaguely now. It may be'at the sight of some 
faded? ancient portrait, or some antique costume, that 
these impressions start into life, and combining, the 
imagination fills in the details, and the mind weaves from 
them the panorama of a past existence. It may be of 
some great historical event, or some dire tragedy of life, 
in which the ancestor has played a conspicuous part. But 
when the mind is withdrawn from the world, these impress- 
ions start up unbidden and unlooked for, like tho spectres 
of a dead and gone age, until the mind is filled with the 
shadows of a past existence, and the individual believes 
he has lived a different life to the one in which his lot is 


of forms ; haps 
throughout the heavens we behold worlds struggling into 


handle of Orion contains galaxies of worlds in different 
stages of development ; throughout the heavens there are 
innumerable worlds and worlds in different stages of decay, 
worlds from which all life has départed. r 
the forces which surround them, they are melting into 
the elements. All thi as the things they are, have 
had an existence; and things—as the things they are 
—must pass away. To return to that tiny speck upon 
the infinite ocean of azure, the earth, it has had a birth, 
an infancy, it will have its period of maturity ; it will 
grow hoary with age, all life will depart from it; it too 
will melt into the elements. There will come a time 
when the sun will cease to shine, when the planets of the 
solar 5 they are now— will pass away. 
If I say to you, this may occur in a hundred millions, or 
five hundred millions of years, what understanding have 
D of it? What is a hundred millions of years in the 
ife of a world? As a hairsbreadth in the diameter of the 
earth. But there will come a time when a new sun and 
planets will appear, with a glory far beyond the present 
glory—a splendor which you cannot conceive—transmuted 
in substance whilst the principle remains the same. Then 
the spirit-world may be merged into the new planetary 
existences. Passing on in our life as it is removes us at 
last from the emotions, and makes of existence but a 
frigid serien of intellectual phenomena. A more majestic 
creation, or transmutation—for creation it will not be— 
more majestic than the sun and worlds which you know 
of, loftier forms of existence through which we may all 
approach nearer to the conditions of the Eternal the 
Infinite, and it may be yet again passing on to loftier 
creations, higher forms of existence, where the most loft 
imagination cannot follow, where no thought can 

their state. Everything bears traces of existence in a 
life before that of your world. Before matter—as you 
know it—was, the laws of impression and correspondence 
existed. These laws are eternal and unchangeable. It 
is only the forms in which they act that are temporary 
and e e, All things Ls but a transitory exist- 
tence. ey come, they pass, and are gone. Gone as the 
forms of the things they were, to reapphar in pue 
majesty and glory; immanent power, ever unfolding 
progression, instead of the dead stabilisation of things — 
more wonderful transmutations, more majestic forms of 
existence—through which we may approach nearer to the 
Eternal and unchangeable One, 

This succession of existences recalls to my mind the 
facts that we are now at the closing sitting of the year. 
This year is ten of the last, even as the next will be 
born of this Death has made gaps in the crowds of 
human life, but the new-comers have more than filled up 
the void. Still there are dear departed ones missed. 
Death everywhere pressing upon life. . During the past 
year nations have sung odes to liberty, whilst their every 
action has been fettered with the chains of slavery, and 
whilst the iron of oppression has entered into their souls, 
but goading them on to wring greater concessions from 
their rulers. Brows which last year were stainless, and 
looking hegvenward, are now bent to earth with shame. 
Light heafts have grown heavy, and weary burdens have 

ressed on aching shoulders. Many burdens have been 
ifted. Mahy havg been rescued from their lives of 
degradation. Ney ties have been formed; old ties have 
been broken:— Words have been said, and actions have 
been done, which not a lifetime could recall or undo. 
Seeds of good and evil have been sown, never again to be 
uprooted. The seeds of knowledge have been thrown 
broadcast on the world, some to be lost, and some to bear 
fruit a thousandfold. Truth has progressed, and our 
circle is not behind-hand in the m of enlightenment. 
We have done what we could. The rest, dear friends of 
earth, remains with you. 

I will now br few concluding remarks It is a 
law of mathematics, that if the mathematician wishes to 
ascertain the value of an unknown quantity, he shall 
look in the data of the problem for a number of known 
quantities equal to the unknown, and the sum of these 

uantities determines the value of the unknown quantity. 
in my study of the mind and body, I have made this 
rule my guide. Accepting unquestionably, as all must 
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sooner or later, the truth of the evolution theory, I have 
searched in the two great empires of nature, the organic 
the problems of mind and body, and give a ution of 
the m of human existence. 
f Faden ing, the force of impression, a 
— to external Nature, for in man we find all 
the phenomena which characterise the rest of Nature, so 
that from a psychological as well as a prki cal point 
of view he deserves the name so often wed upon him 
ef microcosm, In the lowest form of organic life we find 
à special cause which becomes more specialised as we 
ascend the scale of Nature, until in man we find 
groups of phenomena referable only to a special and com- 
plex cause. All the forces of external nature are found 
combined in . in a 
higher f. ucing a loftier existence 
11 contents of the structureless sac, 
the germ of the lowest form of ic life, in nowise 
differs from the germ-cell of human life, as far as micro- 
scopic or analytical researches will reveal : but from the 
first movement towards development differentiation is 
seen to occur, Therefore, the ditforendes in development 
must bo due to the differences in the — principles 
within The question now comes—have wrnimals souls? 
I answer, I believe they have. The question then arises 
does the argument for immortal life hold good for 
animals? I answer it is a scientific axiom that i 
which has ever existed can cease to be. Even the atom 
is im of form all must undergo. No- 
thing remains constant to the one existence, Instead of 
the stabelization of nature, a dead unchanging state of 
things, there is an ever-moving ever ing state of 
things, & transmutation of existence, which shows that 
the equilibrium of instability is God's divinest gift to all 
his creation, At last I think I have proved from the 
hard unyielding lips of science the immortality of the 
soul, 


I now bring my present series to a close. At some 
future time I may take up the thread of these discourses, 
and weave fresh knowledge from them. It has given me 
unspeakable pleasure to have given you such communi- 
cations. I have had many difficulties to contend with 
during this course of communications, one of the 
being the selection of appropriate language which, simple 
and intelligible to all so that no-one's mind might be 
wearied nor their understanding vexed, would yet be 
comprehensive enough to explain some of the abstrusest 
problems of existence. ` There are some who doubtless 
will bring against these communications the charge of 
inconsistency. To such I say the inconsistency is in 
your misinterpretation of my words and thoughts. If 
you look through damaged spectacles, good friends, you 


must expect to find flaws. Force not a meaning on my 
ome which was never intended; the fault is in your- 
selves, 


I would say, before you 


make that cl again read these lect: refull; 
thoughtful — ures carefully and 


well upon them, and try to realise 
the knowl in Crude and imperfect igh they 
may be, yet they/are destined to work much in the 
future, both in your world and ours; and at thi thought 


& profound and holy calm seems to fall upon me, 
w 8 all human understanding. 
night. Peace go with you. 
ment be yours. 
January 1882. 


a peace 
y every enjoy- 


A NEWSPAPER SCRAP. 
True RxLidtox. 
Living friendly, feeling friendly, 
Acting fairly to a men ; z 
Seeking to do that to others, 
They may do to me again. 


But forbearing, soothing, servi 
Thus I live and this my creed. 


re 
— 
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Tue Mira e Ohristian World (London), 


other churches. Nothing will do more to spoil the trade 
of the professional ícónoclast than the spread of these 
sentiments :— 

AT the annual conference of the Lancashire Cong 


tional Union, held at Henry-street Bury, few 


Chapel, a 
from | days ago, a paper was read by the Rev. J. B. Aitkes, of 


Rochdale, on “The influence of present phases of theo- 
logical thought upon the life and work of the Church,” 
in which the prevailing tendency towards broader con- 
ceptions of the relations of God and man were strikingly 
set forth. After paper. cod although churches were 
naturally inclined to minimise the changes that were in 
progress, it was not wise to ignore them, especially if they 
came from within the pale of the Church, Mr, Aitken 
pointed out that it was one of the features of the present 
theological movement that it did not care to formulate a 
creed lest it should shackle the mind, or appear to give 
finality of form to truth. An initial characteristic of the 
new thi was a wider and freer interpretation of 
i tered views of inspiration, laying stress upon 
the spirit rather than the letter of Scripture teaching. 
The light of reason, the light of nature—in othes words, 
of science, and, not least in the problem, the light of the 
moral sense, shed upon the page amplified interpretations, 
and, therefore, amplified the conceptions of God and of 
God's relations to man, It resulted in a Fatherhood 
becoming the primary conception of God. Modern 
eschatology, too, Mr. Aitken went on to point out, was 
far less dogmatic than that which was formerly held, 
There was no moral gulf recognised between the worlds ; 
the moral relations subsisting now between God and man 
were viewed as subsisting throughout the ages. While 
to such modes of thought the forensic methods of viewing 
the Atonement were utterly impossible, the fact of it 
was recognised in all its spiritual and mysterious signifi- 
cance, and the Divine glory of Christ stood undimmed. 
The present movement was reverent. It did not discredit 
the Scriptures, but only supplied faith with methods of 
interpretation. It was not materialistic, but deeply 
spiritual. That modern phases of belief were already 
operative within the Churches was beyond question, and 
that the influence must become very clearly manifest 
before long was a truth to which thoughtful Christians 
were Mee, bated day awake. Having referred to the 
weakening of the denominational sentiment which resulted 
from these chan —.— Aitken remarked that in the 
present phases oi logical thought theré might be a 
powerful antidote to the 3 which sur- 
rounded the Church and threatened their common Christ- 
oe on the basis of this remoulded 
y were finding a firm standing ground, who would 
conceiv. reason as clasping hands, and all that 
. In so far 


these phases of thought were a form of blessing, and 
had no wight to Gk tes tone influenced” fd 
would be less spiritual and less earnest than if had 


De. Muxazn, in his American letter to the Christian 
World, charges the Rev. Ji Cook with an undue 
ie dips i vul e 

ust ha 
his attitude of late. = ware 
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RECOGNITION OF FRIENDS IN HEAVEN. 


Bv ax OccasioNAL REPORTER. 


Ox the evening of Thursday, the Ist ult., the Rev. C. J. 
Byng, of St. e's, delivered a lecture to a crowded 
audience at the Temperance Hall, North Fitzroy, on the 
subject of “ tion of Friends in Heaven,” from a 
Biblical standpoint. At the conclusion of his address 
Mr. H. J. Browne, who was present, rose and moved a 
vote of thanks to the reverend gentleman, and in a short 

h which he made he complimented the lecturer on 
his evidently deep scriptural research on the subject 
treated of, on his wonderful power of memory in 
quoting verse after verse and giving chapter and verse 
without the slightest hesitation and without any refer- 
ence to notes. Mr. Browne proceeded to say that, 
although the lecturer and he had arrived at their con- 


merely i while he, Mr. Browne, presump- 
tuous as it might appear, sould from knowledge on 
the subject. He was aware t probably he would 


not do so when the lecturer afterwards maintained that 
a certain locality constituted the kingdom of heaven, 
and he quoted from the Bible the following passage in 
corroboration of his views, “The kingdom of God is 
within you." He maintained that individual took 
his own heaven or his own hell with him when he 
entered the inner: life. Then as to the other world being 
divided into two as stated by the lecturer, he also 
differed with him in this, and quoted the words ascribed 
to Jesus, "In my Father's house are many mansions,” 
as corroborative of his views on this point. Again, the 
lecturer inferred that there was no redemption beyond 
the grave, and drew the awful picture of a righteous 
mother enjoying the delights of heaven while she was 
aware that her son, whom she loved so tenderly and de- 
votedly when on earth, was suffering indescribable and 
irremediable torments in hell From such a horrible 
idea as this Mr. Browne declared his dissent, and said 
that he agreed with the Bishop of Melbourne, who had 
stated that “moral probation ceaseth not with this life,” 
and Mr, Browne. remarked that it was well it was so, 
for the best as well as the worst of us. Not wishing to 
detain the meeting longer, he concluded by moving a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Byng for his interesting lecture. 
On its being seconded by another of the audience, Dean 

, who was in the chair, rose, evidently not in 
a Christian spirit, and declared that in no place in 
the Bible are wa hed to believe that moral tion 


Supposed enemy, tore it u n h 
addressing him, said, “Why, if you did not want it, 
could you not have returned it to me? I would not 
have acted in such a manner towards you.” 
. if there is no 
lemption in the life to come, and if it is true that as a 
tree 


spirits? 1f so, there must be 


to prison, 
ignorance as it has been rendered? Was it merely to | Hardinge 
these unfortunate 


progression, and this is borne t i 
— n which in time rotteth. 
and Bishop's “gee ld i 
“When Drs. differ who's to agree F. En f 


The ing i extract from the Herald's report 
ot lr. Brase tare tn 


Su A E eman who moved the vote of thanks te 
r. B; 1 —.— paid him he seemed to Broke ot 


= duin traversed some of the lecturer's positions, After a pro- 
pitia! 
coolly 


human bosom, There was a 


straight out in the midst of his ole rv. 
which was a decided fly in the ointment, He amerted that 
Moorhouse had declared in favor of a state of probation 


after 
Dean Macartney felt it incambent on himself to get up aud 
correct the ion of this elder—if such be be. The 


with much suavity, brought the Bible down upon the speaker's 
rely speaking.” 


NINETEENTH CENTURY MIRACLES.* 


Some fifteen years since was published in Boston U.S.A., 
the first connected history of Modern Spiritualism in 
America, with portraits and biographical sketches of its 
leading advocates during the twenty years of its exist- 
ence. The prominent position of the author, Miss Emma 
Hardinge, (now Mrs. Britten), her ability and largenequaint- 
ance with leaders and workers in themovement, peculiarly 
fitted her for thetask, and the volume had a world-wide cir- 
culation. From time to time Mrs. Britten has promi À 
carry forward the work but more pressing duties pre ) 
her entering upon the task until last year, when she 
definitely announced the intended publication of a further 
fifteen years’ history under the title of “ Nineteenth 
Century Miracles" It was published early this year in 
London and Manchester simultaneously, and the first 
edition of 2,000 we are informed all taken up within two 
months. 

In this volume the history is not confined to America, 
but includes the rise and progress of Spiritualism in Great 
Britain, Germany, France, Australia, New Zealand, Poly , 
nesia, India, Holland, Russia, America North and South, 
and other countries. The first section is devoted to 
German Spiritualism, and nunn goes over much of 
tho same ground traversed by Mrs. Howitt Watts in her 
recently published biography of Justinius Kerner. It in- 
troduces, however, an interesting personal narrative given 
by one of Dr. Kerner's sensitives to Mrs, Britten. The 
second section refers to France, and here, as in Germany, 
Mesmerism seems to have been the stepping stone to 
Spiritualism. Billot, Cahagnet, Dupotet, and Deleuze 
being its avant couriers. 

lan Kardec is looked upon as the founder of re- 
ligious Spiritism in France, and his numerous volumes of 
highly philosophical matter have exercised a powerful 
Ar -in the development of Spiritism on the Con- 
tinent of rope. From the first he has taught the 
doctrine 1 and it has been very — 
accepted as a of the religion by his numerous dis- 
ciples. It is 2 supposed that he wrote either by 
impression or direct spirit assistance the various works 
bearing his name, but Mrs. Britten reproduces a long 
letter from M. Aksakof, which ps to show that the 
author at least of the “ Spirit’s k," and something 
more, was a Madame Celina Japhet, who was the medium 
of a circle to which Kardec was introduced in 1856 ; and 
that the latter having possession of the paj retained 
them and utilised them without Madame Japhet's consent. 
For a time there were two parties and two represeneative 
papers, Revue Spirite, of Allan Kardec, and La Revue 
Spiritualiste, edited by an energetic Spiritualist and 
medium, M. Peirart; the latter, however, seems to have 
been selected as a victim for persecution, and through 

* “Nineteenth Century Miracles ; or Spirits and their Work in 
every of the Earth." A — Historical compendium 

known as rit Emma 
— beer — — — 
Allen. 
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the influence of the Jesuits his paper was suppressed. 
Kardec remained unmolested and’ pursued his work 
steadily till his death, which occurred in 1869. 
Flammarion the astronomer, Victor Hugo, Dumas, 
and Sardou, the authors, hay: t 
8 iritualism in France, 2 r having been a member 
of the original circle at which the “ Spirits Book” was 
received, NV 
Passing over the lengthy and deeply interesting history 
of Spiritualism in Great Britain, we come to Spiritualism 
in Australia; this is taken up from the period when it 
began to attract. public attention in 1867, at which time 
a prolonged correspondence appeared in a suburban paper, 
followed by lengthy articles in the Melbourne Argus— 
the publication of Miss Armstrong's “ communications, 
Mr. Naylers and Mr. Tyerman's public advocacy, the 
advent nud doings of Chas. Foster, the Davenports, Dr. 
Slade and Mrs. Ada Foye, George Spriggs, wonderful 
materialisations, Dr. Peebles and Mrs. Britten’s great 
lecturing campaigns. s 4 
The leaders of, and workers in, the movement in Vic- 
toria and New South Wales are described, and incidents 
connected with the famous Energetic Circle, and Robert 
Brown’s mediumship are given; also, a biographical 
sketch of the editor of this journal, This portion is 
illustrated with portraits of the late John Bowie Wilson, 
Mr. George Spriggs, and Mrs. Ada Foye, Following 
this are accounts of Spiritualism in New Zealand, Poly- 
nesia, South America, and India; in the latter, the 
occult theories are examined and contrasted with the 
Mrs. Britten, who was one of the 


estion has been reprinted, first, ns an item of 
ent of the movement which 


ve from a 
* Theosophical 


` called * Occultism ' forced on their at 
sufficiently clear statement a knowled, E 
Ocenltists* teach ; he practical seeker for 
trath to beware how he leaves the foundation of well-demonstrated 
facts to launch out on the ocean of vague speculative theory.” 


Like all those who have had large experience of Eso- 
toric Spiritualism, the authoress is unable to accept the 
“shell” theory of the Occultists. “Give me" (she says) 

* One shadow of proof to convince me that the pure and holy 
spirit with whom I have been. conversing is a hell, a *gheist,! a 
reliquia of the dead, and not my mother herself ; give me proofs 
as strong as I ean bring to show that it is my mother herself ; that 
death has had no power over her, and that with all the difficulties 
under which the spiritual telegraph works, there i$ not one shadow 
€ to doubt that it is my real, veritable mother; bring 
or proof. and. testimony for testimony, or set my facts 
against your theories, and see which will weigh the strongest, 
especially when my facts are duplicated by the facts of millions 
of others, aud your theories lave yet to produce one demonstrable 
fact to rest upon.” 

Tn the secon 
some intere: 
Jacolliot 
duced n 


nnd next, to wa 


ction of Indian Spiritualism there are 
ting extracts from the experiences of M. 
th a Fakir named Covindasamy, who pro- 
ng$t marvellous phenomena, who in answer to the 
— question as to the means by which they were 
produ&éd replied “ I call on the souls of my forefathers, 
and it is they who use their power, and whose instru- 
ment I am.” Dr. Perty says: “ Various Fakirs whom 
Jacolliot questioned on the same point gave nearly the 
same answers," 

In the concluding portion a tribute is paid to the late 
0 Chand Mittra, and his work for Spiritualism is 
the t. 

In Spiritualism in Holland there is an account of a 
séance given to the queen of that country by Mr. Home, 
from which it appears that Her Majesty fully accepted 
the fact of spirit intercourse, and that Mr. Home is in 
possession of a memento from her to that effect. 

In Russia, Spiritualism has uphill work on account of 
the surveillance of the press; it has, however, at least 
two doughty champions in the persons of the Hon. A. 
AREE and Professor Boutlerof, and more recently, Pro- 
essor, er. 


C 


en substantial pillars to | j 


In conservative Spain, Spiritualism has made sub- 
stantial pi and in spite of the determined - 
sition of the priests who got up an auto da-fe aoe 
literature; no less than five papers devoted to the sub- 
ject are now published in that country. 

The last 120 pages are devoted to a resum of American 
Spiritualism during the last fifteen years, which though 
replete with interesting matter, s forbids our quoting 
from. No person who has read Britten's “ Modern 
American Spiritualism” should be without this book, 
which is an essential supplement to it. An American 
edition, containing some additional portraits, was to be 
published in May, and will probably arrive here in July, 


STRAY ECHOES 

1 nEcoLLKCT reading somewhere, a few years back, that 
if Spiritualism continued making headway it would 
prove a great revolutionary power socially. If I may 
judge from a few acquaintances of mine who are Spirit- 
ualists I think the prediction has a likelihood of being 
fulfilled, for I notice they all have a decided leaning 
towards views which Conservatives describe as “ commu- 
nistic,” and Radicals as “adyanced ideas.” I find my 
friends read with avidity such works as Henry George's 
„Progress and Poverty," and Prof. Wallace's “ Nation- 
alisation of the Land.” Well, whether or not the views 
advocated by these gentlemen will be realised in our 
time, I have but little doubt but that the day is near at 
hand when “the dark and. living chaos of ignorance and 
hunger ” will assert at least some of its moral rights. 


Having occasionally a little experience in impressional 
writing myself I sometimes fancy I can detect the work 
of the spirits in the productions of some authors. The 
following passage, for instance, from Dickens’ Christmas 
Carol, strikes me as having been the outcome of impres- 
sion, as it embodies a lesson which 1 have had repeatedly 
taught me by some spirit friends. It is the wail of 
Marley's ghost over his lost opportunities ;—'* Mankind 
was my business. The common welfare was my business; 
charity, mercy, forbearance, and benevolence were all my 
business. The dealings of my trade were but drops of 
water in the comprehensive ocean of my business" A 
hard lesson to learn in an age of limitless greed. 


A eed medical gentleman lately left for Euroje, 
and had given him before leaving a complimentary 
banquet. Customary as such a course was, it gave 
serious offence to the Victorian Banner, a paper devoted 
to the antiquated object of fanning into temporary energy 
the dying embers of Protestant fanaticism anA bigotry. 
The reader will, no doubt, be astounded to learn that the 
sole cause of the Banner's umbrage lay in the fact that 
the recipient of the banquet was a member of the Catho- 
lic Church. I feel confident that such a specimen of 
benighted bigotry could not be found even amongst the 
most illiterate peasants in the west of Ireland. Tie 
fault finding paragraph was written in the vulgar and 
offensive style which invariably emanates from dwarfed 
minds—the natural homes of bigotry. If I mistake not, 
this enlightened organ is the mouth-piece of a small 
clique of virulently bigoted Protestants, one of whose 
meetings was recently described by the Argus as “a 
Protestant debauch." 

AMERICAN papers recently received contain detailed 
accounts of the seizure and detection of Henry C. 
Gordon, who has for a considerable time been giving 
highly successful materialisation séances. The whole of 
his paraphernalia, by the help of which he imposed upon 
the publie, was produced in court, and the evidence bein 
clear against him, he and his confederate were commit 
for trial, and in default of bail ($1200) were removed to 
prison. In another case of fraudulent materialisation, 
Mrs. Hannah V. Ross: a domestic quarrel between the 
confederates caused the imposition to be revealed. There 
seems to be quite a number of “ s” mediums in the 
States, though a section of the Spiritualists, headed by 
Col. Bundy of the Religio Philosophical Journal, have 
been diligently working at their detection and exposure 
for some years past, 
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IS SPIRITUALISM CREDIBLE! 
Bx H. J. Browsz. 


A read at the Scots’ Church N Association, 
felbourne, on Wednesday Evening, 7th May, 1884, 
Lid ed an essay, bearing the above title, read by 

another member at a previous meeting. E 

“ The world hath felt a quick'ning breath 
From heaven's eternal shore, 

And souls triumphant over death 
Return to earth once more.“ 

Ladies and gentlemen, — The title ol che essay read 
here this o dE ight was, “Is Spiritualism cre- 
diblef’ To which I ly emphatically, Ir 15;" and 
how those who believe in ancient spiritual manifestations 
can, with any pretence to consistency, deny their occur- 
rence now, is to ine a perfect anomaly. More especially 
so when we have the authority in favour thereof of 
those upon whom believers in ancient spiritual pheno- 
mena place implicit trust. Is it not written: * Now 
concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have 
you ignorant. „ The manifestation of the spirit 
is given to every man to profit withal. For to one 
is given by the spirit the word of wisdom: to another, 
tho word of knowledge by the same spirit; to another 
faith by the same spirit ; to another the gifts of healing ; 
do another, prophecy ; to another the interpre- 
tation of tongues,” etc. Are we not also told to “try 
the spirits,” to “ believe not every spirit,” and to beware 
of deceiving spirits! also that “hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the of God ascending and 

«de ™ * And it l| come to pass in the last 
days, saith God, I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; 
and your sons amd your daughters shall ce, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams; and on my servants and on my hand- 
maidens I will pour out, in those days, of my spirit ; and 
they shall prophecy ; and I will show wonders in heaven 
above, and signs in the earth beneath," ete. 1 

Unless it can be demonstrated that the laws of nature, 
which are the laws of God, are changeable, or that for- 
merly man s a faculty which. nature has since 
withdrawn, if it is true that a spirit removed the chains 
from Peter's limbs and unlocked the prison doors, and if 
another spirit or angel rolled away a stone from the 
grave of the crucified Jesus, why, let me ask, should not 
spirits in our day be able to do equally wonderful acts? 


utter repudiation on the 
active, living, principle of 
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its doors against the spirit-world, so until it opens them 
for the reception of s; 
ask why their spirit-friends do not come and communi- 
cate with them, 

ees maintain, no logical standpoint between 
Spiritualism and Materialism teles oem rests on 
mere assertion and credulity. If there is another world, 
as Spiritualism demonstrates there is, surely nothing is 
more natural than that there should be the means of 
communication between the two worlds, and nothing 
more unreasonable than that ,people should refuse to 
avail themselves of this grand avenue of knowledge. 
Those who have not investigated Spiritualism know littl 
of the joy and pleasure which, owing to their false pre- 
judice, they debar themselves from. And who, let mo 
ask, are the people who denounce Spiritualism, but those 
who know little or nothing about it, owing to their never 
having examined it carefully, as they ought to do before 
passing an opinion upon it? for, as Solomon remarks, 
“He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it ix 
folly and shame unto him." Surely those who have for 
many years carefully and prayerfully investigated the 
subject are more competent to form a correct opinion 
regarding it thin are those who, without examination, 
deny the oceurrence of modern spiritual manifestations, 
while they, at the same time, inconsistently believe in 
their occurrence in former time, merely on the testimony 
of others, without even a particle of demonstration as to 
their truth 1 

In this skeptical age what does the world require to 
convince mankind that a future life rests not on mere 
speculation as Materialists assert? Is it not evidence of 
the fact of man's continued existence beyond the portals 
of the tomb; proof palpable of a life to come! ‘To the 
credulous who rely on the opinions of others, it may be 
all very well to say that we have the testimony of this 
or that writer in biblical times that death does not end 
all, and that if they won't believe the Scriptures. neither 
wilflthey believe if one rose from the dead ; but to those 
who think for themselves testimony is not proof, and 
such a reply is only a palpable evasion of the great quos- 
tion, “If a man die shall he live again 1" Where can an 
answer to this be obtained bat through communion with 
those who, having passed through the change called death, 
can speak from actual, personal experience. 

To object to modern Spiritualism on the ground that 
we have no need of evidence of a life to come, is to 
insult reason, to mock the deepest. yearnings of human 
nature, and to ignore the entire religious history of the 
world. And further, it is only a rational faith, supported 
by actual knowledge such a Spiritualism supplies, that. 
can restore a vitalising religion in the minds of men, Au 
has been truly remarked, “ Knowledge supports when 
faith fails ;" therefore I advise the thoughtful to investi- 
gate Spiritualism and put themselves in communication 


witli those who can ly inform them of the best way 
to prepare for the change which must sooner or 
later come upon us all. M 2 

But some may ask, * Can this really be done!" Yes, 
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it not only can, but is being done in every civilised 


uarter of the globe through those who have cultivated 
their spiritual gifts. “Is it possible that we can hear from 


our dear departed ones?” asks another. Yes, I again 
answer, when the necessary conditions are complied with. 
“What are these conditions?” may probably be asked. To 
whigh I reply, they are very simple, but it may take 

me before satisfactory results are obtained ; this, 
however, is not always the case. 4 

The following question may here suggest itself —“ How 
is it that the demonstration of man’s continued existence 
does not come to all without being sought for?” Because 
if it did so, without exertion, it would not he valued. It 
is the difficulty experienced in obtaining the precious 
metals and gems that causes them to be so prized, and it 
is the same with that most precious gem of all—the 
truth of immortality; the value of which can only be 
appreciated by those who, after years of earnest. study 
and patient investigation, have attained unto a know- 
ledge of it. To reject this priceless gem because of the 
mass of nonsense, falsehood, imposture, and fraud which 
have been mixed up with it, is as unreasonable as it 
would be to refuse to accept gold or diamonds on account 
of the mullock or wash-dirt out of which they have 
been extracted. : 

Another question frequently asked is—“ If Spiritu- 
alism is true, how are not the discoveries of physical 
science anticipated by it?” Because if it did so it 
would rob man of one of the blessings of life, viz.: the 
incentive to search after knowledge. The true province 
of Spiritualism is the education of man in things per- 
taining to spiritual life, and thereby to fit him to enter 
therein at the change called death, 

Spiritualism is not a religion or system of faith and 
worship, as is generally supposed? it is the science of 
continuous life—a science of observation from which 
each investigator has to draw his own conclusions; in the 
same way as a student of one of the physical sciences 
draws his own deductions from facts presented to his 
senses, Spiritualism is therefore the scientific basis of 
true religion. Without it there is no rational evidence 
of a future life—all is mere conjecture—and it is alone 
through spiritual demonstration that the arguments of 
the Materialist can be rationally met. By the rejection 
of the evidences of man’s continued existence afforded 
through modern spiritual manifestations, churchmen are 
foolishly playing into the hands of their opponents, the 
Atheists and Materialists, who very naturally accuse 
them of being superstitious for believing in another 
world without having had any valid evidence of its 
existence. The latter may reply, we have the evidence 
of the Bible; but that is fallacious, for that book only 
contains the testimony of its various writers of what 
may have been evidence to themselves, but not to others 
who were not present to see or hear what they saw and 
heard, Testimony is not proof; it is only secondary 
evidence. You can disbelieve my testimony, but you 
cannot doubt my presence here this evening, for you have 
proof thereof. Let me ask, is your faith, through the 
testimony of the Scripturose-át all times so firm that no 
doubts enter your minds/so that you require no proof of 
immortality ? and is yéur knowledge of the nature of the 
future life so great shat you need no further light regard- 
ing it! Then yby this aversion to investigate this 
subject, so as to’ receive thereby the demonstration of 
immortality and learn the conditions of the inner life? 
It is, I maintain, at the time when death steps in and 
removes the physical presence of our loved ones from our 
sight that the relative values of a religion founded on 
mere belief, and one based on actual knowledge, can be 
truly tested, for while the former fails to supply the 
consolation which it professes to afford, the latter is found 
to be “a very present help in time of need.“ 

I've provai them both, I know what's best; 
Give me the truth, take all the rest, 

The demonstration obtainable through Spiritualism 
converts that which otherwise would be merely hypo- 
thetical into a living reality, and brings the fact of there 
being a continued existence home to our very senses, 
* hope into knowledge and doubt into cer. 
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any think that Spiritualists are a superstitious lot of 

A Surely it is they who believe without evidence 
that are the superstitious, and not those who have had 
the fact of there being another world clearly demon- 
strated to them! and surely the relying on the evidence 
of one's senses and on the observation of facts does not 
constitute superstition? Dr. Robert Chambers, of 
Chambers! Journal, writes : “ Spiritualism is the germ of 
the greatest discovery and the greatest revolution of 
human thought that any age of the world has witnessed. 

. Instead of being a superstition itself, as some 
are disposed to think it, bu will find it the explanation 
and the extinguisher of all superstition, 

Is it objected to that mediums are not all reliable; was 
it not the same in Scriptural times? Do we not read of 
false prophets as well as true prophets? and have we not 
the authority of the Bible for saying : “O fools and slow 
of heart,” or dull of comprehension, “to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken?” ‘Why even of yourselves 
judge ye not what is right?” Is it reasonable therefore 
to reject either ancient or modern spiritual communica- 
tions because some of them are found to be erroneous? 
If, on this account, we reject the one, to be consistent we 
should also reject the other. Let us rather as rational 
beings accept the true and good in each, and reject the 
false and bad in both, proving all things, and holding 
fast to that which is good. 

As to the truth of Spiritualism and the reality of 
spirit manifestations, those who doubt them and who 
require something to justify their entering upon an in- 
vestigation thereof, need only refer to history to obtain 
testimony thereto, for both ancient and modern, sacred 
and profane history, teem with numerous records of 
spiritual manifestations ; and there is hardly a family in 
which, at some time or another, one or more members of 
it have not witnessed some spiritual manifestation. As 
has been admitted by Dr. Johnson and concurred in by 
Mr. Adam Clarke, the eminent Bible commentator: “ If 
anything has been tested by facts, if anything has been 
tested by credible witnesses, the connection and union 
which blend the spiritual and material worlds have been 
so tested.” No fact in history is better authenticated, I 
maintain, than that certain individuals, who previously 
dwelt on earth and who ed through the change 
called death, have esed pmo recognised, and have 
communicated with those still in the flesh. 

That apparitions of the so-called dead have objectively 
appeared to many, both in former times and in our own, 
is established by such an accumulation of testimony that 
it remains more a matter of unquestionable fact than a 
subject of discussion. 

The movement of pieces of furniture by spirit-agency, ` 
which is so frequently held up to ridicule by the 
opponents of Spiritualism, is only one of its lower phases 
the A, B. C., it may be termed, of spiritual phenomena. 
Insignificant, however, as this may appear, it demon- 
strates that there is a power which can overcome the law 
of gravitation, and as absurd as it may seem to non- 
investigators, it is beyond the capacity of our greatest 
scientists to explain away this power. When, however, 
as is frequently the case, intelligence is manifested through 
the movement of a table, and that intelligence is beyond 
the knowledge of all present, then the question arises, 
“Whence comes the intelligence?’ If this is asked. at 
the time, the answer generally given (through the 

novement of the table in connection with the alphabet) is 
that it comes from some individual who once lived on 
earth. To the unprejudiced investigator the main point 
is not the quality of every manifestation, but its 
reality. Our greatest discoveries, bear in mind, have 
sprung from trifling things, for, as the poet truly remarks: 
* Rivers from bubbling springs 
Have rise at first, and great from abject things.“ 

The hypothesis that magnetism or electricity causes 
the various spiritual manifestations is to all who have 
witnessed them, too absurd to merit a moment's con- 
sideration, and will continue so until it can be demon- 
strated that magnetism and electricity can erate 
rationality, personate a thinking being, and play the 
part of a sentient, moral agent. One might as reason- 
ably assert that electricity indites the messages received 


by all that were 
— or electricity pro be the cause 

ern manifestations, then the same h; esis would 
likewise explain away the wonderful spiritual phenomena 
recorded in the Bible. - 

Some people foolishly object to Spiritualism because, 
in God's impartiality, the road is open for both good and 
had V ir to return ; they might as reasonably object to 

endship because some, w. they once considered 
ds, have turned out their bitterest enemies 
Do they object to the sunlight because of the darkness of 
the night! or to the rose because it has thorns? Good 
and bad are merely relative terms, for none are all good 
and none all bad. Without error we could not perceive 
the beauty of truth. Perfection implies stagnation, for 
without imperfection there could be no progression. 
Those whose aspirations are pure and good, need, how- 
ever, have no fear of being troubled by the presence of 
evil spirits, for their society has no attraction for them, 
like attracting like; and if itis wrong for men to hold 
communion with spirits now, it must have been equally 
wrong on the part of Abraham, Peter, Philip, John, etc., 
to have done so in Biblical times, for there were both good 
and bad spirits then as now. further, how can we 
* try the "a " if we do not communicate with them1 
A Spiritualist believes not every spirit out of 
the flesh any more than he does every spirit in the flesh, 
he values the statements of both on their merits. “By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” Those who say Spirit- 
ualism is all the work of evil spirits resemble the Tu 
who declared that Jesus acted through the power of 
Beelzebub, the mythical chief of evil spirits. ‘ Woe unto 
them that call evil „ and good evil, that put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness,” 

Because we declare that 

„Angels are but men in lighter vesture clad,” 

Ans Socrates observed: 

“Wise men think us clever while fools think us mad.” 

Spiritualism, I may remark, is totally unsuited for 
those who are untruthful, tricky, dishonest, or hypocri- 
tical, It is these classes of investigators that have so 
frequently brought disgrace on the movement. Ik, at a 
séance, the majority present belong to any of the above 
classes, the spirits attracted thereby frequently overcome 
the higher influences of those by whom the medium is 
usually controlled, and false communications or fraudu- 
lent manifestations are the inevitable result; hence the 
numerous exposures so frequently published in the papers, 
while the other side of the picture seldom, if ever, appears 
in the columns of the public press; popular misrepre- 
sentation of, and repugnance to Spiritualism, is but the 
— outcome of this one-sided conduct on the part of 


admitted 
ved to 
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All spiritual phenomena were looked upon in former times 
as supernatural or miraculous occurrences ; they are and 
have always been the result of natural law ; for every 
spiritual manifestation that has ever taken place has 
occurred in strict accordance with fixed and inexorablelaws. 
These laws being beyond man’s knowledge, the terms 
supernatural and miraculous have merely been employed 
to vindicate his ignorance thereof, just as a savage, 
seeing an aeronaut descend in a balloon from the sky, 
would probably declare it miraculous, whereas to those 
who understand it there is nothing miraculous about the 
matter, “The wonders of one age become the com- 


that is true in 
a con- 


spiritual world. It is thus comprehensive and 
gressive, leading to true religion as at one with science 
and the highest philosophy. 


C i that 
Spiritual realms consist not of two divisions, but of 
many mansions or spheres adapted to the various degrees 
of spiritualisation to which each one attains ; that there 
is no — specially made for the majority of God's 
children & narrow one reserved for a favored few, 
but that. in the inner-life, as well as in this outward life, 
God is impartial and the road to happiness is open to all ; 
that there, as well as here, we can only raise ourselves in 
the scale of being by our own exertions and holy aspira- 
tions ; that the punishment of the wicked and the joy of 
the good come from within, not from without; that 
happiness beyond human conception awaits us all 
eventually, through purity, wisdom. and love; that tho 
best way to evince our love to God is by aiding and 
benefitting our fellow men, as He ſuiroth not the 
glory of men nor of angels, for all His works lorify 

im; that He is infinite Love, therefore He Es by 
love, causing everything to tend to good, and thereby has 
decreed the attainment of happiness by all His children. 
Such are a few of the higher laws of truth and right 
which spirit-communion has revealed to those who have 
availed themselves of this 7. avenue of knowledge. 

It is only prejudice and ignorance that debar most 
people from E s the glorious privilege of spirit com- 
munion, and it is only a matter of time when it will be 
gladly accepted by all. 

To the question frequently asked: What good has 
Spiritualism done?’ I reply, it has been the means of 

a 


Through the conclusive evidence that Spiritualism affords 
some of the most obdurate Materialists have been con- 
vinced of man's continued existence in another world. 
Spiritualism has brought the fact that there is a futuro 
life home to many who previously had doubts thereof, 
and has clearly demonstrated to them that what is 
termed death h a mere shedding of the,outer husk, 
which is only necessary so long as man remains on the 
physical plane of life; for“ the things that are seen are 
temporal, but the things that are unseen are eternal." 

To those who once only hoped that there was another 
life, Spiritualism has given actual knowledge in place of 
mere belief. It has been the means of restoring peace of 
mind to many a doubting one, and of 2 gloom 
of death into a confident awakening to a higher and 
better life, It has satisfied the doubts of thousands, 
if not millions, who could not be reached by the various 
forms of faith presented by the Churches for their accept- 
ance, It has incited many to good by its pointing out 
that there is no shirking the responsibility of our acta by 
trusting in the sufferings or merits of another; that 
there is no royal road to happiness but by a wellapent 
life; and that our friends who have passed to the inner- 
life still interest themselves in our well-being by aiding 
us in the weaknesses and difficulties of mundane exist- 
ence. To true Spiritualist it has substituted the 
love of God for the fear of God ; it has likewise removed 
the fear of death and the dread of “the Devil,” and it 
has brought heaven to earth by 


to the better and higher life. It rein- 
and moral truth that has been 


earth to all who its sublime truth. It 
unlocks the door of the sacred temple of inner realities, 


It demonstrates beyond doubt the boundless and im- 
partial love of God, the merciful iri: Father of all, 
and it brings a comfort and consolation to the sorrowing 
and broken-hearted which nothing else can supply, for it 


„Mind sets not with the sun; 
Mind fades not with the day." 
And now let me courteously re * Have you, 
our reply be in 
your Judgment 
til have ; for to express an opinion on a matter 
M» ‘ 3 35 to exbibit consum- 


is 
* of this in let ed 
oled of t 17 3 le thereof to go 
building fund of the Victorian Association of Spiritualista, 
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“DOUBTING THOMAS.” 
* Ix the name of the prophet, figs!" Mr. Julian Thomas, 


i hich those who have a knowledge of 
tese "ings an nly reped wth fedinge of pity. Be | etme 4. ie er egi than anf mam of hk 
slow to judge; be not hasty to condemn ; be the t and age, has issued his ultimatum on the subject 


manl with reference to this subject. I ask you 
to take nothing for ted, nothing upon credit; search 
all things ; prove all things; try the spirits, and hold fast 
only to that which is ; ‘treasure the golden grains of 
truth; utilise your reason; discard the chaff of error 
and falsehood, trample them under foot; and, enter- 
ing upon the investigation of that which a great cloud of 
witnesses can testify to be a glorious fact, in the spirit of 
sincere inquiry to know what is truth, your perseverance 
and efforts will, in due time, be amply rewarded and 
crowned with success, 

Finally, which think is the most conducive to the 
moral and spiritual welfare of man, the poe law of 
truth and right unfolded by Spiritualism, by each 
one's happiness here and hereafter depends upon his own 
exertions, or the popular teaching of the Churches, that 
faith in the merits of another and the acceptance of 
certain dogmas are necessary to secure future rewards 
and avert endless, consequently irremedial and vindictive 
potum in the life to come? Think over this, and 

jet the voice of enlightened conscience decide. 

T shall conclude with the following few lines, which 
came to me, without effort on my part, a few evenings 

and which explain my sentiments better than I 
could do unaided, Bear in mind it hath been written: 
“he that secketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it 
shall be ed," “add to your faith knowledge, and 
to knowledge understanding,” and desire spiritual 
gifts.” For “I would not have you tobe ignorant brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep,” or rather of those 
who have been quickened into newness of life. 

I have — out these wise injunctions, so there- 
fore can truthfully say “I speak that which I know, 
and testify of that which I have seen ;" I have knocked 
and it hath been opened unto me; I have sought and I 
have found, whether I am credited or not; and I thank 
God that I am enabled in all good conscience, and in the 
words of truth and soberness to say : 

1 have seen the hills and valleys 
In th’ beauteous summer land! 
1 have heard the angels singing 
Acroas the golden strand ! 
1 have grasped the hands of loved ones 
novo only gone before, 
And who'll greet me with a welcome 
When I reach the other shore. 
For years I've held communion 
2j With th' dear ones of my youth, 
[^ And from their loving hearts received. 
Sweet momages of truth. 
Our ehildren too, they often write 
1 
The angel. ee WS 
Thus, m hanged P 
‘All 12270 eth beth del S 
I know that I shall live again, 
Though numbered with the dead ; 
And that I shall return in love 
To those L leave behind, 
To guide anil comfort them through life, 
Vith counsels wise and kind, 
Oh ! that I could impart to all 
This knowledge of God's love, 
Which here we only dimly see, 
It shines more clear 
Thrice 


That, as was said of old, we reap 
Just as on earth we've sown. 


of Spiritualism. He says, “I oppose it root and branch. 
Phenomena which — account for are caused but by 
natural laws of which we are yet ignorant." We do not 
di Oe of natural laws, which is 

bably imm: le; but we are considerably amused 
by the intrepidity of that ignorance, which extends to 
— a He has * many times been present at 
that pleasant foolery, table turning," and therefore he 
feels justified to sit down and pronounce a dogmatic 
opinion upon the higher phenomena of Spiritualism. Tt 
is as though some shallow prater should exclaim: “I 
have looked over the multiplication table. There is 
nothing in it. Consequently, logarithms, the differential 
calculus, and the binomial theorem are a mockery, a 
delusion, and a snare.” Of course, anyone is at perfect 
liberty to draw ridiculous conclusions from a superficial 
acquaintance with certain premises, but if he ventures to 
print them, he must expect to see them provoke a hurri- 
cane of laughter, if not a storm of derision. When Mr. 
Thomas is writing about the quality of the whisky he 
drinks in the course of his erratic wanderings, real or 
imaginary, we are quite willing to accept his dictum. It 
is a subject with which he is probably well acquainted ; 
but when he takes upon himself to dogmatise concerning 
something of which he is so ludicrously ignorant as Spirit- 
ualism, he exposes himself to the admonition which the 
Greek artist uttered to the Greek cobbler; “Wa sutor ultra 


depidam " 
THE LYCEUM. 

Wnes Mr. Charles Bamford was in Melbourne a few 
weeks since, he alluded to the success of the “ Flower” 
Sundays at the Sydney Lyceum, and suggested their 
adoption here. Mr. Lang, the Conductor, adopted the 
suggestion, and appointed Sunday, the 18th, for their 
inauguration. Ur on t day the platform 
was decorated with fi offerings, and such of the 
children as had no flower gardens to draw upon were 
supplied with little bouquets by two lady members of the 
Ac who had collected and arranged them. Mr. 

all, of the Richmond Lyceum, conducted (having ex- 
changed platforms for the day with Mr. Lang), and gave 
an address on Brotherly Love. There was a large 
attendance of members, and visitors, and more than usual 
energy and vim thrown into the ings. The flowers 
were subsequently sent to the Hospital. 

The Age of May 10th devotes upwards of two columns 
to a review of Mr. Ingram’s " Haunted Houses and 
Family Traditions of Great Britain," the effort of the 
reviewer being to prove the phenomena either mundane 
or subjective, indeed anything but super-mundane or 
* In this, however, he is anything but successful, 
the thread of his argument giving way on account of the 
strain put upon it. The review concludes with a sneer at 
Spiritualism, which called forth a rejoinder from a cor- 
respondent signed “Skeptic,” giving a long list of scien- 
tific men who are believers in pirituntism and the 
objectivity of ghosts. 

The Adelaide Keening Journal of April 23rd gives a 
circumstantial account of Healing by laying on of 
hands by an Evangelist named Wood as witnessed by 
their reporter. Mr. Wood does his work in an unosten- 
tatious manner, and heals in the name of Ohrist, faith in 
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To Correspondents. 


Communications intended for this Journal should be 
written legibly, and on one side of the paper only. 


H. J. BROWNE F. JESUS CHRIST. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 


Sin, —Although the subject matter of Mr. H. J. Browne's 
lecture, “ Christianity : its in and Esoteric Meaning,” 
a reprint of which appeared in the Z/arbinger of Light 
of May, is by no means new to me, I still consider 16 a 
most able compilation of facts, mixed with some fancies, 
which it was both and useful to submit to free- 
thinking Spiritualists who have neither the time nor the 
means of making themselves acquainted with the learned 
sources and works from which Mr. Browne has bor- 
rowed his materials, eminent amongst which are the 
works of Volney, Dupuis, not to mention those of God- 
frey Higgins, and of even more modern and more reliable 
writers on the subject of astro-theology. Admitting this, 
however, I by no means am inclined to admit what Mr, 
Browne says, viz. that “the history of Jesus, between 
his birth and his death (as recorded in the New Testa- 
ment), is merely an improved allegorical representation 
of the sun in his relative position to the stars and the 
planets in their annual journey ;" and equally disinclined 
am I to endorse the spirit of the ical quotation : 

^ Dear Christian brother, thus, your Christ, together with your 


creed, 
I've proved are but a Pagan vinea growth from Pagan seed," 
I, for one, can easily conceive a pure-minded man like 
Jesus—Christ or no Christ, Messiah or no Messiah— 
having historically existed in Palestine (say Galileo), and 
having taught a reformed Judaism, and healed the sick, 
ax Jesus is said to have done, without mixing up these 
elementary data of his life with Pagan solar worship, 
which were necessarily tacked to it at a time when it was 
considered necessary to place a new religious conception 
on the ruins of the defunct creed of Ancient Greece 
and Rome.. To me it is sufficient to point to the glowing 
letters of Paul as evidence of there having lived a man 
like Jesus; and the evidences contained in the Talmudic 
writings of the first and second centuries of our era to 
the real historical existence of a Joshua or Jesus, who 
attempted to be for the Jewish Church what Martin 
Luther tried to be for the Romish one, are so overwhelming 
that only one utterly blind to testimony can look upon 
these authorities, Paul and the Talmud, as futile of 
no value, Every honest student of ecclesiastical history 
will candidly admit that long before, but especially during, 
the time of Constantine the Great, and after his reign, a 
host of Pagan religious elements became mixed with the 
tenets of primitive Christianity, and were afterwards 
handed down to us as genuine Christianity; and 1 have 
lately myself, in a small essay, “A Christmas Carol," 
shown the error of celebrating the 25th December of the 
— one, as the true anniversary day of the birth of the 
Nazarene. But all this, including Mr. Browne's best 
arguments to the contrary, docs not prove that such 
man as Jesus never existed on earth, and both Mr 
8 and all the authors dein he — drawn 
his information, err most egregiously when they assert 
that Jesus is nota 1 Mr. Denton's 
and Dr. E. Crowell’s conceptions of the life of Jesus are 
far nearer the mark, and Spivituulists of H. J. Browne's 
eminence should, in my opinion, have no difficulty in con- 
ceiving the possibility, or probability, of the existence of 
a preaching and healing medium like Jesus, without 
appealing to the sun, moon, or stars for evidence of his 
non-existence. What indeed does Mr. Browne and those 
who adopt his views and reject the historical Jesus gain 
by their repudiation?» They evidently gain „ but 
lose a deal in losing a human exemplar of such 
high spiritual development at so carly a period of our 
history ; and, therefore, I say, with all due deference to 
the learning of H. J. Browne, that Jesus was as true 
and as real a man as the ingenious lecturer on the solar 
origin of Christianity. 


And as H. J. Browne has opened his discourse 
with the words :— * 
^ And truth alone, where'er d lot be cast, 


In scenes of plenty or the wast, 
Shall Go may Sot ad aim. ug UR an tee lut." 


So I close mine with the family motto of the Maha- 
rajahs of Benares: “ There 2 higher then 


truth.” 
C. W. ROHNER, M.D. 
Tungamah, May 16th, 1884. x: 


VIOTORIAN ASSOCIATION SUNDAY EVENING 
LECTURES. k 


* It is a beautiful belief that ever round our head 
Are hovering on viewloss wings the spirits of the dead." 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 

Sm perve y es y the 20th instant, at the usual 
day evening, the 27th inst., some inciden 323 
under our notice, which, if you can find space for them 
in your organ of our movement, may serve to impart 
interest to those lectures Indeed, M I am going to 
report might induce some of those outside our movement 
to look in upon us, who have not been in the habit of 
doing so. 

To my story; On the 20th, Mr. Morse chanced to 

ention in his lecture, in a sort of parenthetical way, 
that there might be spirits standing by his side, guiding 
his thoughts. 

This suggested to me the thought of looking round 

the audience to see if clairvoyants were present, 
who might see them, 

Watching my opportunity passed over to Mr. Boxall, 
who told me she had seon two spirits standing near to 
the lecturer. 

Last night, the 27th, Mrs. Doxall's report to me 1- 
ceived confirmation in two ways. 

I spoke to Mr. Morse and told him what I had learned 
from Mrs. Boxall on the 20th; when he informed me 
that being at a séance in Melbourne on Monday, the 21st, 
(i. €, this day last week), he was there informed hy 
spiritual communication who the spirits were hy his side 
during his lecture, 

I may further say that Mrs. Boxall’s report received 
the yet further confirmation of the clairvoyant vision of 
Mrs. Pennington, who on the same evening (the 20th) 
saw just what Mrs, Boxall described. ‘This I only 
learned last night (the 27th). Thus, last night, I heard 
a double confirmation of what I not only heard, but had 
there and then stated to the audience on the Sunda 
evening before I had word of mouth testimony from Tot 
the elairvoyants. In the earlier part of the evening, 
Mrs. Pennington did not see these spirits, but in the 
latter part she did. 4 

When I mentioned to Mr. Browne last night that 
spirits had been seen near to him during his lecture, he 
simply remarked : “O yes, spirits are always about me,” 

I will only ask my readers if this is not a BravriPUL 
Bauer, and assure them T would not report what I did 
not fully believe, on what ] consider sufficient concurrent 
testimony. 

I am, sir, yours olediently, 
ROBERT CALDECOTT. 
Raglan-st., Port Melbourne, 
28th April, 1884. 3 
17th May. 
In postscript to the above, which I sent in too late for 
publication last month, will you, Mr. Editor, allow me to 
superadd additional confirmations, and three verifications 
by three gentlemen, of the phenomena T have reported to 
‘ou, all of whom are well known to, and trusted by, 
elbourne Spiritualists. 
For the ake of distinction I will class them as A. B. 
and C. 


A. 
Commercial Chambers, 
Collins-street West, Sth May, 1884. 
To Mr. Caldecott, Dear Sir, —I have had the pleasure 
of reading your letter to the Harbinger, and as far as 
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John Angel James being at my right hand shoulder 
during the time I was speaking, I have had that fully 
confirmed. Z " 

He has spoken to me since the meeting, stating he was 
there. The other spirits who attended me I have not had 


fore long.— Yours trul. 
confirmed, but hope to do so before mg N. MORS „ 
B. 


ity of South Melbourne, 
City of South T May, 1884. 


To Mr. Robert Caldecott. Sir, — I refer to your | P! 


announcement at the Sunday evening lecture, at the 
Masonic Hall, a few Sundays back, that spirits were seen 
standing by the lecturer (Mr. Morse), and your report to 
the Harbinger that they were also seeù standing by Mr. 
H. J. Browne during his late lecture in the same place. 
In verification of such phenomena, I beg to state that 
many clairvoyants have reported having seen spirits 
standing by my side, and these reports have been in 
accord ; also that I have been at many stances with Mr. 
I. J. Browne, and have always found that the clairvoy- 
ants were agreed as to the egit spirits at all times 
be seen around him.— Yours truly, 
^" V. 0. TOWSEY. 


0. 
East Melbourne, 
May 16th,1884. 

Mr. Robert Caldecott. Dear Sir,—In reply to your 
enquiry as to whether it is true that mankind are at- 
tended by guardian spirits, I have no hesitation in stating 
that they (as a rule) are. 

I have had repeated proof thereof, and have had the 
Same corroborated over and over again by the\testimony 
of clairvoyants, between whom there could be no possi- 
hility of collusion.—Yours faithfully, 

HUGH JUNOR BROWNE. 


The letters from these three gentlemen speak for them- 
selves, and if you will favour us by finding space for 
them, I doubt not they would evoke discussion in your 
columns on that most interesting phase of spiritual 
phenomena. 

Mr. Browne only demonstrates the truths of the 
orthodox belief in the guardianship of guardian spirits. 

My letters to you —“ Pelting Spirits" and “Brain 
Waves"— drew forth (respectively) an extended and 
interesting correspondence on those subjects. I prognos- 
ticate the same results would follow if you will only 
find space for the letters (short as they are) by these 
three seriously minded gentlemen. 

T am, sir, yours obediently, 
ROBERT CALDECOTT. 


THEOSOPHY V. SPIRITUALISM. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARDINGER OF LIGHT. 


jf evident to me that my eagle-eyed friend, with his 
enorihous opportunities of studying spirit phenomena, 
hi en studiously kept in the background for several 
years past by the leaders of the cause in England, and it 
is almost time that he should be allowed to give full 
expression to his views and ideas of the subject of both 
Spiritualism and Theosophy, as in spite of the errors he 
may occasionally drop into, Reimers’ is a mind of great 
acuteness, endowed with rare intuitional powers, not to 
speak of the direct influence exerted upon his highly 
sensitive brain by spirits of higher spheres, 
With respect to Reimers’ explanation as to how Mrs. 
Hollis-Billings’ teapot and Mr. C. C. Massey's carte-de- 
visite and pocket-book were practised into the hands of 
the respective receivers of the gifts, I do not intend to 
offer at present any remarks of my own, as it will be 
necessary for my naturally slow mind to sleep over it for 
a few nights, still I am inclined to think that there is a 
good deal of truth in his observations, and that he has 
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had time enough during the last three years to mature- 
his private views on the subject. — g : 

Concerning his other animadversions on the subject of 
Teetotalism and Vegetarianism, I pr aree at one 
with friend Reimers, and I know, y from personal 
and y also from professional experience, that total 
abstinence from alcoholic beverages and animal food is 
the greatest mistake out, if applied to all men alike 
without discrimination. And I am further inclined to 
believe that, for instance, India would not be at the 
resent time subject to British rule if the Hindoos had 
been moderately using wine for the last 300 years or so, 
and if instead of worshipping their cows they had used 
their flesh as well as their milk, as other sensible humans 
do all over the world, with so much advantage and 
benefit to themselves and others. 


Verbum sapienti. 
O. W. ROHNER, M.D. 
Tungamah, May 18th, 1884. 


OCCULT OR SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 


Sin, —In regard to the ‘teapot’ puzzle, I may state in reply 
to Dr. Rohner that Madame Blavatsky’s impressive argu- 
ments on will-power concluded (to the best of my recol- 
lection) with the request by way of proof on the spot, to 
Mrs. Hollis-Billing, to wish for something there and then. 
Thus she (Mrs. Hollis-B.) carried not even this wish into 
the room, but the teapot—home. Mr. Billing, the hus- 
band, belonged already to the Theosophist body, I believe, 
and was present, and if I remember correctly, Mrs. Hollis 
laughingly agreed with my suggestion that a Theosophist 
enjoys the convenience of denying visits of, and inter- 
course with spirits, and belief in the phenomena at the 
same time—a most welcome arrangement for gliding 
through controversies fashionably and smoothly. 

In my vain attempt to satisfy my friend Rohner, the 
following day-dream of a chat between spirit-attendants 
of Madame Blavatsky and Mrs. Hollis before that night 
occurred to.me : À 

“I should so like to get for my medium that nice tea- 
pot she is craving for!” “Oh, I have got it already, 
my dear; I tra it, and made a ‘double’ of it, and 
you have nothing to do but put to-night the desire for it 
into the brain of your medium at Blavatsky's" “Is 
there to be a séance?" O dear no; Madame B. has 
become such a monster medium by constant contact with 
other sensitives that her power can be tapped at any 
time.” * But she says it is all will-power.” “Yes, à 
will or willing of power, but not power of will She 
does tremendous work by this little dodge of ours, and 
the number of believing skeptics is grandly swelling by 
these tactics, for violent conversion is of no good to 
many, as the looking back on former illusions of matter 
is distasteful. Fancy the full admission of all the phe- 
nomena, but rejecting spirits, how exquisitely blending 
with the becoming lustre of fashion, with her brilliant 
arguments against Spiritualism!” “But how will my 
good medium take the new will-doctrine home with the 
teapot 1" 4 Never mind, she will get a little shake, and 
that friend Reimers too; but another shake of a spirit 
friend's hand next séance will restore -peace once more. 
To make the thing still more telling, fascinating, and 
funny, that splendid fellow, C. C. Massey, must get a 
‘licker’ too, and carry home a pocket-book, carte-de- 
visite, and tobacco pouch, and a load of new reflections, 
and may be little upsets in the chambers of his spirit- 
temple." 

Both spirits rejoice in perceiving that from the earth- 
plane and the spirit-world pious tricks have to be used to 
blend antagonistic, quarrelsome, and it may intellectually 
pugilistie minds towards reverence and adoration of à 
central Supreme Power, with perhaps final extinction of 
individual’ consciousness after the full round of learning 
and progress. 

I know I plunge into a mass of difficulties, and expect 
even a hasty flight from the battlefield, by daring to 
question the lasting victory of the Theosophi: monopoly, 
and look to friend Rohner in case of Saag wounded. 
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"The idea takes hold of my mind that adepts in the body 
can do the same as spirits out of it, in rare cases, viz., 
produce manifestations; but if I have to uem e all 
spirits themselves as shells only, how shall I those 
lovely, ungarbled rts of Dr. Nichols, for instance, 
of the visits of his "shell" daughter, where the joy of 
a family feast rules over the cold pen of a simple 
reporter 1 

On the other hand, the preponderance of Indian 
spirits in my scores of séances indeed puzzled me on 
learning of the possible original fountain of the revela- 
tions. Oould I accept a kind of spiritcraft controlling 
all the manifestations in face of so many startling results 
developing from sources void of all perceptible prepara- 
tion with spiritual head quarters 1 

The forming of a school, a system in the bewildering 
volumes of theory, make it a relief—a pause for new 
breath—and I see sometimes the image of Spiritualism 
stoutlyand brilliantly enframed by Theosophy ; but as it 
expands, the frame will break at the top and reunite with 
the basis, and Theosophists once more join the general 
audience, and welcome the return by a good ig of 
wine, and in regard to mode of life, temperance will be 
recommended in sermons on temperance. Madame Bla- 
vatsky smokes ; a fine cigar is a nice mesmeriser for 
many organisms, agitated by a free flow of reflections. 
I am tired of a mock-purity and drilling for angelhood 
by dogmas of tea-totalism and vegetarianism in extenso. 
Since the greatest geniuses use steaks as fuel for their 
brains and not paper-slips, I can’t see the utility of 
„making universal what is doubtless acceptable for some. 
I should’nt like to see all the world like a nursery-room 
with milk, lemonade, or a bottle of sodawater. Let us 
use all things wisely, but not exclude (save direct poison 
and adulterated stuff), positively this or that. Every- 
body should be careful what his inherited and trained 
constitution wants; then we are better fit to observe 
phenomena more correctly ; and more accumulation of 
them we need sadly, although we have not gone half 
through what has been given. 

„NI. A.“ (Oxon.) is on a gigantic herculean task, “To 
review past results," and they will include some of mine. 
Should they, however, as yet stick too fast in oblivion, I 
shall put a crowbar into the ground and ease the lift. 
There are too many selfish Spiritualists (so called) who 
got their share of “ miracles " and let the rest alone. To 
return ‘to the foolish teachings of impossible and ideal 
purity, which has to dissolve with all animal instincts ; 
likewise perhaps that energy of spirit which shows so 
grandly in a thunderstorm, where with sweeping clean 
the air and quickening untold acres into new life, hosts 
of dear things are destroyed, nay, life sacrificed at the 
same time, No message of the archangels is delivered 
to the tunes of flutes and harps only, but trombones and 
sharp concussions fight against attempts of soft senti- 
mentality, 

I don’t at all attack the Theosophists “Dill of fare” 
or pure life, as far as I know, but warn against intru- 
sions of capricious ideals, dictating childish restrictions 
for all. Natures differ. I delivered most telling lectures 
on the beauties of tea-totalism and vegetarianism after a 
full-sized steak and a pint of claret; and even now, 
having taxed my brain on these trying topics, I drop 
my pen and go in for a sound chop and a cordial, and 
my readers won't be the worse for it. $ 

If I reflect on the difference between the agencies or 
powers of the "Theosophists' school and our plain Spiritu- 
alism, in my imperfect. knowledge of either, it strikes me 
that the adepts can, like spirits proper, rise in thought 
and action beyond the mortal; whilst the disincarnated 
spirit can reach from regions where the adept can only 
peep into partially, the coffin blocking up a wee bit. I 
admit I risk to blunder sadly in these tricks of fancy, 
but I can't see such a big difference between TEE 
and Spiritualism, if the manifestations go by aud through 
the same hands—one party having yet the feet on the 
ground, and the other pushing and tugging from above 
after certain arrangements on energy of will of mortals 
and fancy work of “strolling” spirits. 

But, in conclusion, I must own that the key-note of 
my epistle is my desire, as a musician, for harmony 


between Th y and Spiritualism as partners. Both 
will be the coming rulers of the world. The question is, 
shall the firm read, “Spiritualism and Co,, or Theo. 
sophy and Co.)“ 

Yours truly, 


0. REIMERS. 
PROOF OF INDEPENDENT SPIRIT ACTION. 


Tue following excellent test of the independent action 
of an intelligent spirit in the recently published 
book, “Spirit Teachings,” by “ M. A., (Oxon) : 

“Already several facts and precise records of the life of 
some spirits had been given. For instance, on May 22nd, 
I was T on quite another subject when the message 
broke off, and the name of Thomas Augustine Arne was 
written. It was said that he had been brought into 
relation with me through his connection with a son of 
pit ead & pupil of mine, who displayed great musical 
ability. 

I was at this time greatly impressed with the character 
of the automatic writing and with the information given. 
I enquired at once if I could ascertain from Arne through 
the medium of the spirit Doctor, who was writing, any 
precise facts as to his life. The request was at once 
complied with, there being no interval between my 
"question and the reply. The date of his birth (1710) ; 
his school (Eton) ; his instructor in the violin (Festing). 
His works, or at any rate some eight or nine of them ; 
the fact that “Rule Britannia" was contained in the 
masque of Alfred; and a number of other minute par- 
ticulars were given without the least hesitation. Pro. 
foundly astonished at receiving such a mass of informa- 
tion, foreign not only to my mind in its details, but 
utterly foreign to my habit of thought—for I know 
absolutely nothing about music, and have read nothing 
on the subject—I inquired how it was possible to give 
information so minute, It was said to be extremely 
difficult, possible only when an extremely passive and 
receptive state in the medium were secured. Moreover, 
spirits were said to have access to sources of informa- 
tion so that they could refresh their imperfect recollec- 
tion. 

I asked how? By reading; under certain conditions, 
and with special end in view; or by inquiry, as man does, 
only to spirits it would be more difficult, though possible, 

Could my friend himself so acquire information! No; 
he had too long left the earth, but he mentioned the 
names of two spirits accustomed occasionally to write 
who could perform this feat. I asked that one of them 
should be brought. I was sitting waiting for a pupil in 
a room, not my own, which was used as a study, aud the 
walls of. which were covered with bookshelves. 

The writing ceased, and after an interval of some 
minutes, another kind of writing appeared. I inquired 
if the newly arrived spirit could demonstrate to me the 
power alleged. 

Can you read ? 

No, friend, I cannot, but Zachary Gray can, and 
Rector. I am not able to materialise myself, or to com- 
mand the elements, 

Are either of those spirits here ? 

I will bring one by and by. I will send......Rector 
is here. ` 

Iam told you can read. Ts that so? 
book ? 

1 0 hand-writing changed. ] 

ill you write for me the last line of the first book of 
AEneid ? 

Wait. Omnibus errantem terris et fluctibus atas." 

[This was right.) 

Quite so. But L might have known it. Can you go to 
the bookcase, take the last book but one on the second shelf, 
and read me the last paragraph on the 94th page. I have 
not seen it, and do not even know its name. 

«J will shortly prove by a short historical narrative, 
that popery is a novelty, and has gradually arisen and 
grown up since the primitive and pure time of Chris- 
tianity, not only since the apostolic age, but even since 
the lamentable union of kirk and the state by Constan- 
tine.” 


Con you real a 
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one, z g „ m 
ue ad purify Ohristianity from Popery, Politikirk- 
ality, and Priestrule.” The extract given above was 
accurate, but the word “narrative” was substituted for 
account “ A 

How came I to pitch on so appropriate a sentence ? 

1 know not, my friend. It was by coincidence. The 
word was changed by error. I knew it when it was 

but would not 
otto did you iy te wrote more slowly, and by 
d starts. 

— what I remembered, and then I went for 
more. It is a special effort to read, and useful only as a 
test. Your friend was right last night; we can 
but only when conditions are very We will read 
once again, and write, and then impress you of a book : 
“Pope is the last great writer of that school of poetry, 
the poetry of the intellect, or rather of the intellect 
mingled with fancy." That is truly written. Go and 
take the eleventh- book on the same shelf. [I took a 
book called Poetry, Romance, and Rhetoric. It will open 
at the page for you. Take it and read, and recognise 
our power, and the permission which the great and good 
God gives us, to show you of our power over matter. 
fo Him be glory. Amen, 

[The book opened at page 145, and there was the 
quotation perfectly true, had not seen the book 
hefore ; certainly had no idea of its contents.) 


BUDDHISM, \ 
We extract the following from the Ballarat Courier of 
April 24th :— 
TO TME EDITOR OF THE COURTER, 
bin. — In your issue of 17th April you have inserted (by request) 
an extract of a paper that was rewl by the Rev, It. C. Collins, 
M. A., before the members of the Vietoria Philosophical society, 
London, wherein he asserts that the life of Christ was plagiarised 
hy the non sacred writers aml aceredited to Chrishna (the 
Hindoo Saviour) between the first and. tenth centuries of the 
Ubristinn era, II. J. Browne, in his " Rational Christianity," 
joints out quite the revers Hotes à unmber of very eminent 
authors in support of his b , that the tale of the life of 
Chrishua existed hundreds of years before the Christian era, and 
that consequently it would have boen impossible for the Hindoo 
sacral writers to have copiel fram us Now, Mr. Editor, as the 
look above quoted (* Kational Christianity ") is to my know- 
ledge being nad hy a very large number of the young people of 
this city, will any of your numerous. rewlers inform me whether 
the life of Chrishna of Buddhism (whieh life so much a 
nearly corresponds with the life of Christ) or the life of Ch 
the Christians is the most ancient, or where the information ean 
be obtained 1 Yours, ke, , 


ANXIOUS ENQUIRER” 


SPIRITUALISM IN BELGIUM. 


We have reccived from Liége, in Belgium, a number of 
Le Messager, a bi-monthly publication, devoted to Spirit- 
ualism and Magnetism, which is now in the twelth year 
of its existence. It is edited by M.L. Adam, and pub- 


lished the brothers Pierre, of No. 12, Rue de l'Etuve, 
in tly city. Among its contributors are Dr. Wahn, 
whois writing a valuable series of papers on the lines of 


liam Howitt’s “History of Supernaturalism,” M, 
mé Caillie, whose papers on “ God and Creation” are 
full of interest, M. Bussereau, and M. Gabriel Delaune. 
With the number for the Ist of March ave issued two 
supplements, oue of which contains an extract on 
Spiritualism from the Nourelle Encyclopédie Naturale, 
and a memoir of Allan Kardec, from the Nouveau Dic- 
tionnaire Universel. It is instructive to contrast the 
contemptuous treatment which Spiritualism encounters 
in these colonies from shallow seio! ists, with the respect 
it receives at the hands of men of science on the continent, 
Thus, in the Nouvelle Encyclopedie Nationale we read 
that “ Spiritualism is the most sublime expression of the 
moral sentiments in humanity, the most rational of 
philosophical conceptions, and under these different titles 
it is called upon to reunite under its banner, in the near 
future, the immense majority of the nations of the globe,” 
In the article on Kardec, in the Nouveau Dictionnaire 
Ünicersel, we find it stated that, “The Spiritualistic 
doctrine, as set forth in his works, contains within itself 
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the elements of a general transformation of ideas which 
will lead to the transformation of E CS this t 
of view it deserves the attention of the of 
p His influence, which already extends over all 
Fi vilized countries, gives a considerable importance to 
the nality of its founder, and causes us to foresee 
that in a future, which is possibly near at hand, he will 
be regarded as one of the reformers of the nineteenth 
century.” 


GLEANINGS. 

Ar the celebration of the sixty-fifth anniversary of the 
birth of the late eminent American freethinker, Mr. D, 
M. Bennett, by the Liberals of New York, one of the 
speakers—Mr. Jay Chappel, editor of the Golden Age— 
having expressed the pleasure he felt at ap g in the 
hall “dedicated to one of the bravest and noblest men 
that ever helped to turn back the army of superstition—” 
roceeded as follows; “Mr Bennett was a Spiritualist, 
think it was in the year 1877 that he became thoroughly 
convinced of the philosophy through Mrs. Lord and Dr. 
— 4 — er ted all hases. On hia 
nit; investiga! its pl n his 
retum fon around the world in 1882 I spent several 
days with him, and attended during that time a seance 
with him, and we had much conversation upon that 
subject. In a private letter written from the Albany 
prison in 1880, he says, ‘I believe that spirits do exist, 
and that they are organised forms of highly developed 
and subtilized matter,’ In 1878 he wrote me sim lar 
words I say these things because many have thought 
him a pure Materialist.” Some warm words of com. 
mendation were uttered, regarding the deceased, as 
being a true friend of man, of a life noble and 
ure, and one who fought bravely for human rights. 
Mr. Hy. Stone said he had Tn Mr. Bennett 
for forty years, and knew him to be an honest, 
pure, and noble man. It is clear that Mr. Bennett was 
a freethinker in the higher sense of that term, and could 
have no sympathy with that class who usurp the title, 
but who only pass from the fetters of a dogmatic theo- 
logical creed to the fetters of a dogmatic scientific and 
philosophical creed. We think the name of freethinker 

will be superseded by a nobler one, that of truthseeker 


Mrs. Moore, and Mr. J. Chantrey Harris, editor of the 
New Zealand Times, have been lecturing in New Zealand, 
in advocacy—of Spiritualism. The latter having com- 
plained that “ freethinkers " held aloof from Spiritualism, 
the Freethought Review (the last issue of which, by the 
way, contains some things of great interést to advanced 
minds, notably the “ Reli ion of the Future," by Hudson 
Tuttle, quotations from — und Ingersoll, and the 
text of the sentence on Galileo by the Holy Office in 
1633 and his recantation,) has some editorial paragraphs 
commenting on the statement made by Mr. Harris in a 
manner which only serves to illustrate its truth, since 
what we regret to have to term the really culpable ignor- 
ance and misconception displayed by such comments of the 
actual position, basis, and claims of Spiritualists, can be 
but the result of such holding aloof. ‘The writer, indeed, 
adimits the impeachment, but endeavors to justify it by 
a reference to the great caution which should be exercised 
in accepting our facts and conclusions. This caution, 
however, may be and undoubtedly is, often carried to an 
absurdly illogical extreme. A too igious exercise of 
that intrinsically excellent attribute has stood in the way 
of many an individual throughout his whole life. 


The members of the Scot's Church Literary Association 
have devoted two evenings of their session to the dis- 
cussion of Spiritualism, the Rev. Mr. Dods (Mr. Strong's 
successor) in the chair, The opener of the debate, Mr. 
Adams, stated a number of objections, which he ulti- 
mately complained had not been met, and treated the 
subject mainly from the stand-point of ridicule. Having 
oct PB teiwe composition formed chiefly of mis- 
un ings, misinterpretations, imperfect explana- 
tions, popular rumors, and — distortions, and 
called it Spiritualism, he had not much difficulty in 
levelling his shafts of ridicule against it with apparent 
elect. A few of the elder members, however, treated 
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th ject with more gravity, relating some instances 
within knowledge P. pee! Rites at the time of death, 
and ing that similar occurrences might form the 


basis of Spiritualism. Mr. H. J. Browne obtained per- 
mission to read a paper on behalf of the subject under 
discussion on the second evening, and was supported by 
another Spiritualist. The room adjoining the Scots 
Church in which the meetings are held was crowded. 
The debate was very temperately conducted. 


A LADY'S MORNING DREAM ON EASTER 
MONDAY. 


I preamr that I was standing at night in a garden 
watching a storm, with my two children, one on each 
side of me, and papa on my right hand and mamma on 
my left. The storm was very violent, and made the sky 
very dark. After the storm passed, the stars came out 
so brightly as to be dazzling. Then a flock of 
white birds flying in circles so quickly that each 
hird looked like a white ring. When they were gone I 
saw a Being in silvery robes coming down through the 
air. I said to mamma, “ Look, there is an angel !" but 
papa put his hand on my shoulder and said,“ No, child! 
it is the Holiest of the Holy, Jesus Christ Himself. 
Now pray, m as you never prayed in your life before, 
while your Intercessor is there to hear you." So I knelt 
down and prayed ; and when I rose up papa and mamma 
were gone, and this Being, whose face had the most 
beautiful expression I ever saw, was standing close to me, 
He raised His hand and blessed me and the children, and 
then I awoke. 


PAPA'S INTERPRETATION OP HIS DAUGHTER'S DREAM: 


Good dreams are impressed upon us by good spirits, 
my child, during the silent watches of the night. The 
hidden meaning of your beautiful dream is as Bon — 
The garden is this beautiful world that we live in; the 
night indicates the darkness which still covers the people 
who dwell therein—a darkness which precedes the 
glorious dawn which is approaching. The storm is the 
representation of the many troubles and trials which 
you, my dear child, have already experienced during your 
abode in the garden ; and the bright, dazzling stars must 
surely mean the happinesses [sic) which have been yours 
since the storm passed over. The white birds flying in 
circles ave the guardian spirits that are always waiting 
upon you to inspire you with pure thoughts and lofty 
aspirations; and your pure thoughts and lofty aspirations 
have all become concentrated in your beau ideal of every- 
thing good and holy—the Holiest of the Holy, Jesus 
Christ Himself. The injunction to pray, and worship 
the All-Good and the All-Wise, is quite in accordance 
with your papa’s ideas of what is right and becoming ; 
and no doubt you will find by and bye that your mamma 
and papa have left you, and gone to dwell with the 
angels in the Summer-land ; but this ideal, this — 
tration of goodness, and wisdom, and holiness, 
remain with you, and will indeed bless you and your 
children for ever. à 


— 


AN essay on Magnetic Healing by Mr. Geo. Milner 
Stephen has just been published by Mr. Joseph Braith- 
waite of Dunedin, It traces manifestations of the gift 
from Biblical times to the present day and finishes with 
a large number of testimonials of permanent cures 
effected by Mr. Stephen. 


Tue “Communication” on Sgn uic be., wilds 
vem NUN ee of the series; ai 
a future time another series may be given. We would 
refer those who deny that 


Spiritualism has taught us 
anything worth to the series just completed, 
for a refutation of their statements. 


Hop Bitters gives good digestion, active liver, good circulation, 
and buoyant spirits, Read ^ 


READ IT ALL. 


IT MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE. 


Hop Bitters 

THE PUREST AND BEST 
Medicine ever made, 

Hope. Duc im — —— FROM 


“The Oldest, Best, most Renowned, 
and Valuable Medicines in the World, 
and in addition contain all the best 
and most effective Curative Properties 
of all other Bitters, being the greatest 
Liver Regulator, BLOOD PURIFIER 
and life and health restoring agent on 
earth.” 

They Give New Life and Vigor to the Aged and Infirm. 

“To Clergymen, Lawyers, Literary 
Men, Labourers, Ladies, and all those 
whose selentary employments cause 
irregularities of the Blood, Stomach, 
Bowels, or Kidneys, or who require an 
Appetiser, Tonic, and mild Stimulant, 
these Bitters are ínvaluable, being 
highly curative, tonic, aml stimulating, 
without intoxicating.” 

“No matter. what your feelings or 
symptoms are, or what the disease or 
ailment is, use Hop Bitters, Don't 
wait until you are sick, but if you only 
feel bad or miserable, use the Bitters at 
once, It may save your life, Hun- 
dreils have been saved by so doing, at 
n trifling cost." 

Ask your Druggist or Physician. 

“Do not suffer yourself, or let your 
friends suffer, but ase and ange then to 
use Hop Bitters.” 

Remember, Hop Bitters i+ no rilo, 
dragged, drunken nostrum, but the 
purest amd best Melicine ever male, 
and no person or family should be 
without it.“ 


HOP BTT TER MANUFACTURING co. Melbourne. 
Australia, Rochester, N. Y. U. S., Toronto, London. 
Antwerp, Paris. 


CATALOGUE OF WORKS, 


ON SALE BY 


W. H. TERRY, 


84 RUSSELL STREET, MELUOURNKE. 
Continued. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


Aims and Aids for Girls and Young Women, on the Duties of 
Life G. S. Weaver. 3s 6d. 
Aids to Family Gorernment, or From the Crwile to the School, 
according to Froebel ; with an exsay on the Rights of Child- 
ren and the Truc Principles of Family Government n 
Herbert Spencer. B. Meyer, clo, Ge, pa. 2x. 
Children's Progressive Lyceum Manual; containing di 
the organization and management of Sunday Schools, alapted 
both to the bodies and minds of the young, with rules, lessons 
exercises, recitations, songs, &c. Wy A.J. Davin, » 
. Ba gilt Dos, abridged 1s, 9d. 
Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Spiritual, I. Spencer, 
Us. (AL, cheap edition 3s, 
EpvcATI0N CowPLETE. By O. 8. Fowler, Embracing Self- 
Culture and Perfection of Character, and the Management of 
Youth, Memory, and Intellectual . Ke, Ke. 
we lange vol., 17s. Gd. 
Education, Founded on the Nature of Man, Sjurzheim, 
pa. la, Ad., clo, 6a. A 
os. 


‘ 


t tuns for 


How to Write. Wells. 3 
How to Talk. do. Be Od. 
How to Bebave. — do. 3s, Ad. 


N.B.—The above three bound in one large voL (with 

^ How to do Business") price 10s.) 
How to Read; hints for choosing the best books Petit. fa. 
Hopes and Helps for the young of both sexes, relating to the fore 
mation of character, choice of avocation, bealth, amusement, 
music, conversation, cultivation of intellect, moral sentiment, 
social affection, courtship and marriage. By d. 8. Ware 
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Maitland, 3s. 
enic, Moral, and Religious In- 
elbourne . * pa. pe 
eniin m; 
7887 aed the conditions of Health. 
Newton, Illustrated. 2s. 6d, 
irs Laws AND METHODS, By er a 


Jewish Literature and Modern Education. 


Lyceum Lewler, containing Hy; 


struction, 
Lessons for Children about 
knowledge of the Ren body, 


[OBAL aeg a s 
Buchanan, M.D. T8. 

A fine work, treating of the essentia] elements of a liberal 
esiucation ; evolution of genius ; ethical culture ; intellectual 
education ; sphere and education of woman, Kc. Ke. à 

Moral System for Secular Schools; or, the Éducation of E 
feelings. " Cans, Bray. z 38. 

Suggestions to Mothers on the Trainin 

Ways of Life, shewing the Right 
Weaver. : 

Weaver's Works for the Young, in one vol, „ OH fid. 

Youth, its Care and Culture. By. J, Mortimer Granville. 58. 

Contains chapters on the Threshold of Life; Boy Manhood 
and Girl Womanhood ; Habits, pleasures, pastimes, rewards, 
and punishments ; also the physical education of girls. 

Youth's Liberal Guide, for their Moral and Religious Enlighten- 
ment, By Prof, Kottinger. 56. 


PHILOSOPHICAL. 


of their Sons. 34. 
ay and the Wrong W ay. 


Arcana of Nature; or, the History and Laws of Cre 
Hudson Tuttle. 2 vols, Le 
A philosophical work, treating of the evolution of the 
universe, the origin of life and mind, the evidences of man's 
immortality, &c., &c. C. 
Attempts at Truth. St. George Stock, 58,60, 
The two Schools of Thought; What is Right; Hume on 
Miracles; Theism; Materialism and Modern Spiritualism ; 
What is Reality; Berkely and Positivism ; &c. &c. 
Better Views of Living or, Life according to the doctrine, * What- 


ever is, is Right.” Dr. A. B. Child, 5s, 
Comparativism, Furnishing a Religious Basis to Morality. Heb, 
nell. 3s, Gel 
Epicurus, ora Few Days in Athens, — Wright. 18. 


An exposition in an interesting form of the Epicurean 
philosophy. 
Fountain, The; with Jets of New Meaning, By A. J. Davis. 5s. 
Upon the essential conditions of human progress, claims 
and rights of labour, women, and children, &c. &c. 
Fichtes Works, With Memoir by W. Smith, 15s. Gad. 
Gospel of Nature. By Sherman awd Lyon. lus, 
Harmonial Man, or Thoughts for the Age ; pointing out paths of 
reform, Uy A. J. Davis. 3s, Ml, 
Healing of the Nations; containing thousands of beautiful 
Aphorisms, aud Maxims of Proverbial Philosophy, Linton. 
age vol. 10s, 
History and Philosophy of Evil, with suggestions for more philo- 
aophical systems of education, A. J, Davis. 
pa. 25. Gd., clo, 3s. fd. 
Harvester, The ; for gathering the 1ipened crops on-every. homes 
stead, leaving the unripe to mature, A demonstration * that 
law underlies the whole structure of existene:;—By a Mer- 
chant, Bs, 
Lux E Tenebris ; or, the Testimony of Consciousness, lis, 6d. 
Consciousness, Physical, l'syehieal, Social, Spiritual; con- 
clusions, 
Mind and Body, Alex, Bain, L.L.D. 


ds. 6d. 


Man ; Intellectual, Moral, and Social, By Hiram Powell, Ts. 
Manual of Transcendental Philosophy. (C. James, Bs. 
Morning Lectures. A. J. Davis. 7s, Gd. 


, In which the most profound principles and spiritual percep- 
tions relating to humanity in various phases are popularised 
New Exposition of the Science of Knowledge, J. G. Fichte, 


3 - As. 6d, 
On Force, its Mental and Moral Correlates. Chas, Bray. Ow öd. 
Phil.sophy of Special Providences, A. J. Davis. 2s, Gd. 


Philosophy of Kapt translated from the French of Victor 
Cousin, 


Problems of Lifyand Mind, By G. H. Lewes. T 
8 Vol l. 13s: 6d., Vol. II. 18s., Vol. III. 17s, 6d. 
Part IE Method of Science, and its application to meta- 
physics ; rules of philosophising ; limitations of knowledge 
Part 11, Principles ot Certitude ; From the Known to the 
Unknown ; Matter and Force; Force and Cause ; Correla- 
Na E LAS motion. i 
E rd Series. Mind as a function of the Organism. 
Philosophy of Laughter and Smiling, Illustrated” a: Visor. 
Gs, 
Principles of Human Knowledge (Berkeley's celebrated Treatise 
on the nature of the Material Substance.) By C. Simon, 


1s. 6d, 
lus, 


M.D. 
Philosophy of Necessity, By Chas. Bray. 
FPhilosuphy of Existence, By E. G. Kelley, M.D, 
large vol., 60U pps. 
lucluding History of Deities, or Theism and Mythis 
History of Heaven, or the Celestial Regions; History of 
Demons, or Demonism ; History of Hades, or the Infernal 
Regions; brief history of Angels and Purgatory, 
Philosophy of Self-Consciousness, — Fitzgerald. 6s. Gd. 
Reli, Hots Fallosopby, a Forecast of the Religion of the Future. 
. W. Clark. 
Science of Knowledge. Fichte, pa. 6s. 6d., Cds 
Bubstantialism ; or, Philosophy of Knowledge. By Jean Story, 
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T8. Gd. 
paper, 1s. 9d, 
` fs. 6d, 


Summary of ditto, —— 
Science of Rights. Fichte. J 

the Philosophy of Life. Mrs. Willard. 9s. 
750 Kier Part V. ne the Great Harmonia, By A. J. Davis, 


Ts. 6d, 
An analysis of the nature and powers of mind, delineationg 
of historical character, illustrating the philosophy of universal 
progress, the origin. of life, and tho law of immortality, 
Tractatus Theologico Politicus. Spinoza. Ó + 10s, 6d. 
Tale of a Physician, or Seeds and Fruits of Crime, A, J. Davis, 


58. 
Unscen Universe, The, By Professors Stewart and Tait, 8s, 
een Werld, The. By Jno. Fiske, M. A. lls, 
Vocation of the Scholar, Fichte. 2s. 6d. 


i id Will, an Introduction to the Psychology of Desire ‘and 
vis iion. "By G, Lyon Turner, M. A. 8s. 6d, 
Whatever is, ia Right. By Dr. A. B. Child, 


Be, 

„ „What, Where? A view of the origin, nature, atid destiny 

» uris s By Jas. R. Nichols, M D., Editor of “ Boston Jour- 
nal of Chemistry.” 5 


Advertisements. 


SOUL READING; 
Or Psychological Delineation of Character. 


MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE would respectfully announce 
to the public of Australia that those who will send their 
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will give an accu- 
rate description of their leading traits of character and 
peculiarities of disposition; marked changes in past 
and future life; physical disease, with prescription 
therefor ; what business they are best ada ted to pursue 
in order to be successful ; the physical and mental adap- - 
tation of those intending marriage; and hints to the 
inharmoniously married. 

Address — Mrs. A. B. Severance, Centre Street, 
between Church and Prairie Streets, White Water, 
Walworth Co., Wis., U.S., America. 

Hee 10/6 

N.B.—No application will receive attention unless 
the fee is sent direct to Mrs. A. B. Severance, or to Mr. 
John Frauenfelder, Wilson Street, Albury, N.S.W. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 
SPIRIT TEACHINGS: 

A Series of Essays— Philosophical, Oratorical, and 
Religious—with Answers to numerous Questions of very 
Varied Character given by Automatic Writing through 
the hand of M.A, (Oxon.), 291 large 8vo. pages. Cloth, 
gold lettered, 10/6 f 

The Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation.— 
Life and Works of Dr. JusriNivs KERN ER, adapted from 
the German; 

Witttam Howrrr, AND uis Work FOR SPIRITUALISM ; 
Biographical Sketches, hy Axxa Many Howrrr Watts; 

New Edition. Price 5/6. 


General Massey's New Book. 


THE NATURAL GENESIS, containing an attempt 
to Recover and Reconstruct the Lost Origin of the Myths 
and Mysteries, Types and Symbols, Religion and Lan- 
guage, with Egypt for the mouthpiece ; by Gerald Massey. 
A work of deep research, 2 vols, over 500 pp. each, 
quarto., 33, 


THE LATE WILLIAM DENTON'S 
Melbourne Lectures. 


The following Lectures, delivered at the Bijou Theatre, 
by the late Win. Denton, were Reported and Published 
in the Harbinger of Light, from September, 1882, to 


February, 1883, and will be sent Post Free to any address 
on receipt of 3s :— 


1, The Philosoph: eath. 

2, The New Sesion 

3. The Way to be Happy. 

4. The Science of Religion. 

5. Bein g of the Bible. 

6. G - E the Light of Science & Common 
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“ The largest Newspaper Agency in the world, "— V, Y. Tribune, 


THE 


International Newspaper Agency, 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT, U.S.A., 


Represents and controls the advertising of about twenty 
of the largest advertising concerns in the United States, 
(besides a great many of the smaller ones), and pays out 
to the Press of the World, annually, over 
One Million Dollars £200,000. 


BANKERS: 


New Haven: The Yale National Bank, Capital and 
Surplus, $850,000, 

Loxpow: The London and County Banking Company, 
(Limited), Paid-up Capital, £1,500,000. 

MEgLpoURNE: The Hop Bitters Manufacturing Co, 
(Limited), Capital, $125,000. 

AN ESTABLISHMENT BASED ON A COM- 

PLETE AND PERFECT SYSTEM. 


“A Compend and a Curiosity.” 


From the Massachusetts. Ploughman and New England 

Journal of Agriculture, Boston, Mass, May 27, 1882 

“H. P. Hunnsanp's International Newspaper Adver- 
tising Agency, of New Haven, Conn., is at once a com- 
pend and a curiosity. Thie press of the civilized world is 
all filed away within its spacious limits, and the pro- 
prietor can at any moment touch the spring that spreads 
it out before the sight of an inquiring visitor. In no 
establishment we ever visited have we seen the depart- 
went system so thoroughly organised and in such noise- 
less and thorough operation. The proprietor signals an 
assistant, and the minutest detail respecting any publica- 
tion of any country is returned at his call. He dictated 
a letter, and an assistant records it phonographically and 
instantaneously, The entire establishment is built us 
and administered on precisely this basis Nothing of 
the kind exists elsewhere in the United States. Com- 
prehensive yet minute, it covers all wants of advertisers 
and omits nothing. Its business is transacted as by 
magic, Mr, Hubbard is an experienced newspaper man, 
and therefore has nothing on that score to learn. And, 
best of all, he performs all that he promises. He deals 
fairly and enjoys a high reputation. He sees to it that 
every newspaper with which he undertakes to make a 
contract for an individual executes it exactly, and any 
omission or incorrect insertions of advertisements are 
made up for. Honesty and faithfulness are the watch- 
words of this reliable establishment, which is an honor to 
its class, to New England and to the country. It took 
a clear head to conceive the plan, and it takes an enter- 
prising spirit to administer it successfully.” 


FURNISHED ROOMS TO LET (with or without 
Board).— Home comforts; at Mrs. Samuel's, Wells 
House, Argyle Place, Lygon Street, Carlton. 

. ee ee 

MR. GEORGE SPRIGGS, 78 Gronay Z rakter, East 
MELBOURNE, is pre to give Medical Diagnoses 
and Prescriptions in Trance, daily, from 10 to 4; 
(Saturdays, 10 to 2.) Fee 10s. 


OHEAP TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 


100 Assorted Tracts 
ON SPIRITUALISM AND FREETHOUGHT. 
Sent by Post to any part of the Colonies for Oxx 
Sum STAMP. 
W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET. 


The “Spiritual Record.” 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF FACTS AN 
PHENOMENA relating to Spiritualism ; published 


l — at Glasgow and London; contains 64 


pages of highly PE matter, and is frequently 
'08 


Illustrated, Subscripti 
nies, 10/ t t-paid to any of the Colo; 


AUSTRALIAN AGENT, W. H. TERRY. 
— — . 
VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION 

or I 
SPIRITUALISTS. 


SUNDAY SERVICES 


AT THe Masosic HALL, LoNSDALE-STREET, 
(Opposite Hospital). 


Service commences 7-15 p.m.—Members enrolled before 
and after Mectings, or at the 


OFFICE AND READING ROOM, 
. 84 Russell Street, Melbourne. 


A New and Valuable Book 
MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN, 


Just PUBLISHED AND TO ARRIVE SHORTLY. 


A large 8vo. volume of about 600 pages, with numerous 
Tilustrations, entitled “ Nineteenth' Century Miracles ; 
or Spirits and their Work in every Country of the Earth." 
The author has spent nearly a quarter of a century in 
collecting her material, and spared no expense in au- 
thenticating her facts. 


The Subscription Price in Melbourne will be 


158. PER COPY, OR FIVE COPIES FOR £3. 


Intending Subscribers are requested to send in their 
Names carly to Mr. W. II. Tenny, 84 Russell-Street, 
7 » Melbourne, 
E@ A Synopsis of Contents may be had on application, 


ESOTERIC CHRISTIANITY, 
Br H. J. BROWNE, Esq. 
In neat Pamphlet Form, PRICE SIXPENCE. 


Gross proceeds of sales to he given toa gentleman who 
is disabled, by an affliction, from earning a livelihood ; 
Also, 


IS SPIRITUALISM CREDIBLE ? 


A Paper read before the Scots Church Literary Associa- 
tion, by H. J. Browns. Price 3d. Proceeds to be added 
to Association Building Fund. 


work# RELATING TO THEOSOPHY ON SALE 
BY W. H. TERRY. 
The Occult World ; by A. P. Sinnett 6,6 & 3,6 
Esoteric Buddhism ; by the same, — 8,6 
A Buddhist Catechism; according to the Canon of the 
Southern Church; by II. S. Olleott, President of the 
Theosophical Society. 13. : 
Theosophical Miscellanies : No. 1.—Thoughts on the 
Metaphysics of Theosophy; by A. Sandaram Iyer. 
PALLAS Miscellanies : No. 2. —Unpublished Wrti- 
ings of Eliphas Levi: the Paruloxes of the Highest 
Science ; translated from the French by a “ Student of 
ism. 2 
10 Gavel A íi Master-key to the Mysteries of Ancient 
Science and Theology. Fifth edition, with a Portrait 
of the Author, Madame Blavatsky. 2 vols, largo 
royal Bvo., about 1400 pages, cloth extra, gold lettered, 


A work of great research, 37,6 


THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, JUNE 1, 1884. 


2 American Photographers and Artists, 


— ga ELIZABETH ST., MELBOURNE, 


2748 


fates 


7 


" inger ':— 
iar eor W. it Newlands, Market Square. 
Sandhurst—Mr. Wenborne, Pall Mall. 
8ydney—Messrs. Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter St., 
J. Dunne, 112 Bourke St., Woolloomooloo. 
Adelaide—George Robertson. 
Barnawartha—F. G. Eggleston. ` 
Tasmania ( N. W. Coast) W. B. & Oswin Button, 
Dunedin, (N. Z)—J. Braithwaite, Arcade. 
Invercargill (N.Z )—E. R. Weir, News Agent, Dee-st. 
Brisbane—S. Smith & Co., 90 Queen Street. 
Launceston— Hudson & Hopwood. 
Adelaide—W. C. Rigby, King William Street. 
Rockhampton —W . Munro. 
Auckland —A. Campbell. 
Ipswich, Queensland — W. Tatham. 


Agents wanted for all parts of the Colony. 


Leven. 


THE THEOSOPHIST T 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo. 
sophy, Art, Literature, and Occutism, emb Mes- 
merism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences, 


Subscription, 20/ per ann., Postage extra. 


— 


"LIGHT." 


A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of 
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in 
London, weekly. 


4d. per copy, 13/ per annum, Postage extra, 
MELBOURNE AGENT, W. H. Terry. 


PHOTO-AJR T. 


BATCHELDER/AND CO,, 


PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS, 


i (EsrABLISHED 1854), ^ 
Execute commissions in all styles ò: Portraiture— Plain, coloured, or Mezzotiht—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address, 


41 COTLLIITS 


Persons desiring to Investigate Spiritualism can, upon 
forwarding Sixpenee in Australian or New Zealand 
Stamps to the Office of this Paper, have Directions for 
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful 
Information sent them, 

If One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten’s valuable Book, 
* On the Road, or the Spiritual Investigator," will be 
added. 


SPIRITUALISTIC & FREETHOUGHT PAPERS. 

The Medium, London (Weekly), 12/6, per annum. 

The Banner of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and 
Freethought paper, published weekly. Subseription22/6 per ann. 

The Religio- Philosophical Journal, n first-class American Weekly 
published at Chicago, U. S. A. Subscription, 17/6 per annum. 

Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 6d., 5s. per annum. T 

The Voice of Angels, an interesting journal Edited by Spirits, 
published fortnightly, 10s. per annum, 

The “ Theosophist,” a monthly journal devoted to Oriental Philo- 
sophy, Occultism, Spiritualism, &c, Published at Madras, 
20/ per annum, 

The “ Spiritual Record,” monthly, 9/ 

Herald of Progress, A weekly journal devoted to the Philosophy 
and Teachings of Spiritualism, 10/ per annum, 

The Vaccination Inquirer, 2s, per annum, 

The Tábara, Sydney (Weekly), 8/ per apam.. 

reethought Review, Wanganui, (Monthly), 6/6 
Miller's P'sychometric —— ^n R 
Copies of all the above available for’subscription, 
POSTAG EXTRA, 


W. H. Terry, 8f RussELL STREET. 


MRS. MASON, CLAIRVOYANT & HEALER. 
From Nine to Five; Fee, 5s. 4 Barkly-st., Carlton. 


Pharma tight! al ERY; i 
IMPORTER OF AMERICAN tio Chemist ' AND 
INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES, 

Herbs, Roots, Barks, "Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts 
Elixirs, and Balsams. - 
Also the ORGANIO PREPARATIONS of Messrs 
B. Kerri & Co., of New Vork; 

Agent for Messrs. Curnry & Myrick, of Boston, U.S 
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd 

Award at the Melb. International Exhibition. 

@@ MEDICINES SENT BY POST TO ALL PARTS, 


STREET 


TO INTENDING INVESTIGATORS. 


BAST. 


The Evidences of Spiritualism, 


BY W. D. C. DENOVAN. 


700 large 8vo. pages, and numerous Illustrations, 


REDUCED TO 10s. PER COPY. 

3 Copies, 21/-~ ê 
Postage— Victoria and Neighbouring Colonies, 1s. 
| W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET. 


ROBERT KINGSTON, 


(FROM 


| 


MAKER BY 


SANGSTERS, APPOINTMENT 


| LONDON), 


UMBRELLA MAKER, 


No. 26 ROYAL AROADE 
68 Elgin Street, Carlton. 
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth 
E Zanilla, and Alpaca. " 


"THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

FREE THOUGHT 
Subscription, Town. 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6 

Great Britain, 6/ 

Subscriptions date from September to August, and are 
payable in advance. : 

The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vols, in one 


at 12/6 


MESMERISM. 


Instruction given in this Science for the Treatment of 

Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience, an 

Operator of many years’ practice. The Therapeutic 

and Phenomenal Application of Mesmerism, just pY” 

lished, post free from author, 2/9, or at Mr. Terry’s, 2/6. 

Address: — Dr. WIL II Aus, M A., Odyle House, Punt 
Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free. 
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